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Abstract

Being in a multicultural environment or having intercultural interactions will affect how
one’s identities are constructed or changed. It is important to understand about ones identity
when we study about language education or multicultural societies. It is equally important to
know how people indicate their identities during interactions, although there have not yet been
many studies that analyzing this.

This paper conceptualizes identity as a plural and unsettled object, and it focuses on how
foreign people in Japan indicate their identities during interactions. Two kinds of identities will be
analyzed in this study. Narrated identities will be analyzed using the interview data, while
enacted identities will be analyzed using the conversational data. It will be clarified that people
manage their identities when they indicate them during interactions by hiding, actualizing, or

“enacting” their identities.
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