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Guardian spirit of be (Shaman) and Culture tradition:
For ongdin - taban - tnger ritual

Sarangowa

Summary:

This paper studies the rituals for Five-Spirits (Horchin: ongdin taban tnger/ literal
Mongolian: onggud-un tabun tengrin) that were conducted by a male shaman (be/bdge)
and a female shaman (udgan/idugan) among Horchin Mongols in the eastern part of
Inner Mongolia. The two shamans have a master and disciple relationship. The aim of
this paper is to show the content of the conversation between the spirits of the two
shamans who possessed them during the rituals, and examine its influence on the
traditional culture and ethnic history.

They conducted the rituals for 3 years; the two shamans conducted the rituals

together for the first two years, and individually for the third year. The date the rituals
were performed was on the 9th of lunar ninth moon. This paper is based on the
fieldwork conducted on the sites of the rituals.
Shamans have been the main subjects but the spirits have been ignored in the previous
research on Horchin shamanism maybe due to the difficulty in verifying the existence
of spirits scientifically. However, Guardian spirits are the main characters for the local
people and shamans. They are real beings for shamans and a source of wisdom,
knowledge and the psychic power of shamans.

This paper attempts to take guardian spirits as a subject matter based on local
perception. The guardian spirits of the shamans in Horchin shamanism are mainly
the souls of the late shamans. The knowledge of late shamans is the memories of things
during their lifetime, since their death and even those up to present. The guardian
spirits of the two shamans had been close friends when they were alive and still

maintain close relationship to each other.





