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An oral history of Ms. Ajiyasuren in the Ejene district, Inner Mongolia

KODAMA Kanako and Sarengerile

Summary: This oral history was provided by Ms. Ajiyasuren (b.1939) on March 24, 2005. This
account describes the hardships of life before the establishment of the People's Republic of China in
1949. On the one hand, she insists that the Communist Party raised her standard of living. On the
other hand, she tells us about difficulties of a 20-year forced migration and the Cultural Revolution.
During the Cultural Revolution, Ms. Ajiyasuren was persecuted and her husband was killed. Her
story shows that the victims of the Cultural Revolution were not only the educated and the rich but

also ordinary herders.
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