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Collections of Ordos folktales (1): Qian Shiying, 1999, Huhhot

KODAMA, Kanako

This text is a partial translation of of “Ordos Folklore Collections” (published by Inner Mongolia
People’s Press, 1999). The original title is “ZR/RZ W E[ERA (Eerduosi minjian caifeng)” by
Qian Shiying. The original manuscript was written in Chinese.This book contains eighty-six
folktales collected in the Ordos district of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, China and
arranged by the author. The author, Ms. Qian, was born in 1953 in Uiisin (Wushen in Chinese)
Banner (an Inner Mongolian administrative division at the county level), which is located in the
south of the Ordos district. According to her afterword, she is a descendant of Mongolian
pastoralists.

The stories fall into three categories: 28 are stories about animals and plants, 34 are stories
about people, and 24 are myths. I translated 12 folktales: 6 about animals and plants, 4 about people,
and 2 myths. In the original, each folktale concludes with the name of the narrator and the year it
was collected and arranged. The collection spans almost 20 years, from 1978 to 1996. The narrators
are mainly the author’s parents and aunt. However, there are other names, some of which are Han
Chinese. Both ethnic Mongols and Han Chinese live in Utisin Banner. This is reflected in the texts.

The folktales show us the livelihood and worldview of both Mongols and Han Chinese of the area.
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