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The 50th Universal Festival: Chiba University’s Universal Festivals in Retrospection
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Abstract

Chiba University’s Universal Festival is a cultural event organized and performed by international
students. This event, which began in 1995,was held for the 50th time in 2016.

This paper presents the outline of the last 10 festivals(from the 41st to the 50th). One of the
characteristic features of this festival is its contribution to the internationalization of the local
community. Indeed, many of the attendants are local residents who come to seek and experience
mutual understanding, exemplified by the student presentations which are the result of collaboration
between international students and Japanese students. As I will show, this event often also becomes

the impetus for a few Japanese students to later take part in study abroad programs.
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My participation in 49th Universal Festival was an amazing experience and a precious
opportunity for me to share with Japanese as well as international students about my
country. As everyone knows, not many Moroccans live or
even have the chance to visit Japan, and in Chiba
University I was the only Moroccan student, so it was both
a privilege and a responsibility to present about my country.
The UF’s theme ‘Schools around the World’ was the best
coincidence I could wish for as I am in Chiba University as
a Monbukagakosho teacher-training student. In addition to
the presentation and the two short video clips that one of
my students (Zakaria Chih) and I specially made for the U
F event, my wife and I were really glad to prepare some
Moroccan food and share with the attendees. Hearing the
positive feedback from our friends and colleagues who
attended the event brought a lot of joy to my whole family,

even back in Morocco as we were sharing with them all the

- cherished moments.

If you ask my opinion of the Universal Festival I would simply say that it was one of the
most important cultural events I attended in Japan as it allowed me to act, in a way, as
an ambassador of my country. Indeed, I did my best to give a true picture of Morocco
through real-life videos from high school and university as well as some slides on
Moroccan culture at large.

I congratulate the organizing committee on the success of the 49th Universal Festival
and would like to thank them for the intercultural exchange opportunities they are
offering students. I am sure I will always look at one of our pictures, where my wife,
my son and I along with my Japanese group members, stand around Moroccan food with

the Moroccan flag at the background, with a lot of pride in being a Chibadai student who
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had the chance to participate in a great cultural event called Universal Festival.
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