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Edible landscaping is similar to Foodscaping, which is a
combination of farming and landscaping in the publicly
visible front yard, in contrast with the vegetable garden in the
backyard (Creasyn, 1982). It has become one of the key
concepts of eco-villages and permaculture farming, as a
tactic for creating a stronger community.

Edible plants in public spaces can be a troublesome issue.
According to one administrative officer, it leads to the
privatization of public property.

However, there are many successful examples. The Apple
Promenade in lida City, where the planting of apple trees in
public road was done for reconstruction after the big fire
happened in 1947, is one example. While working on this
redesign project with junior high school students and citizens
in 1992, T witnessed the apple promenade edible landscape
become the symbol and identity of the city because of its
history in overcoming many difficulties in its growth process

(Kinoshita et.al, 1994)2 .

Using interview and questionnaire research about edible
landscape from three different areas of Tokyo (the
downtown, the residential area of the central area, and the
outskirts of the city), the following facts were found. Edible
landscape reinforced connections within families and
between neighbors through sharing of the bounty at harvest
time. Fruit trees were planted during special events, such as
births, weddings, the building of new homes, etc. Not only
within the family, but also between neighbors, the sharing of
edible products was often seen (Kinoshita et.al., 1999) 9,

Another example is that of Kaki (persimmon) thievery,
which in the olden days was done by mischievious children.
However, today the sweet persimmon are not stolen, and lay
where they fall in the house gardens of elderly residents. In
the Kogane district of Matsudo city, a game of “Kaki
Thieves” was created and played in 1998. The seniors were
very pleased to welcome children into their gardens. After
that the event was expanded and renamed “the Exiting
Exploring Tour”. Primary school children visit gardens,
shops and other places in the town, and it has become an
annual event for the community. Thus, edible landscape
enhances people’s attachment to the place and their identity

(Row, 2016)".

The different ideas and activities of edible landscape can
be seen with increasing frequency throughout the world.
Community gardens are an increasingly popular activity in
the US. The film “Edible City””shows the fun of involving
many people, and its effectiveness in revitalizing abandoned
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areas. The Incredible Edible movement in Todmorden@, UK,
shows how it could become a scheme for rural revitalization.
The NPO in the UK, Abundance Sheffield, has organized an
organic network within the city, caring for edible landscape
in public and private abandoned spaces, and sharing the
fruitful products of it.

In this age of the shrinking city, edible landscape is
becoming a key concept for a sustainable society.
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