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In the aging and shrinking society, issues such as vacant
lots and houses, progressive isolation, and unrelated people
in the surrounding society are serious problems inhibiting
communication with those around oneself. Thus, society
yearns for a new safety net outside the limitations of the
market economy. In response, the strengthening of the
network of relationships between people in daily life is
leading to solutions for various problems.

The cultural anthropologist Naomichi Ishige said,
“Humans are co-eating animals, sharing food is sharing the
heart”- - “eating is to take the environment into the body.” In
other words, edible landscape in the community creates
casual connections among people and also between people
and places for safety and a good living environment.

The Edible Way Project is a practical study aimed at the
following. 1: Expanding the edible landscape; in order to
contribute to people’'s communication and beautification of
the area by using edible landscape in empty spaces. 2: A
common kitchen; utilizing vacant houses through co-cating
activities which utilize harvested products, create visible
relationships, and builds a societal safety net.

We started developing edible landscaping by placing
movable planter bags in spaces along the street, and planting
vegetables in cooperation with the community around the
Chiba University Matsudo Campus. The residents support
this by watering the vegetables, and they can eat them when
they want. Partial harvesting utilizes the common kitchens in
vacant houses, and we organize co-eating events to create
casual connections in order to make a living environment
where people can live happily and safely.

We set up the planters from September to December 2016.
The resident collaborators gradually increased through
connections in the community, and there are currently 22
locations and 44 planters in place. One participant found a
planter during a rehabilitation walk after an illness, and
joined us eagerly. One reaction after placing the planters was

Fig.4 ¥r3EOI#E  Harvest

that most participants noticed a conversation increase, not
only among the residents, but also among the passers-by. It
seems that new connections and face-to-face relationships
are a possibility.

The reactions from residents are positive. However, in
order for creating stable and sustainable safety net, local
residents will need to participate in the project subjectively.
On our part, we create opportunities to share information and
give direction, maintaining a dialogue with them.
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