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Cultivating the Asian Cities: Hong Kong, Seoul,

Singapore and Taipei
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Fig.1 Fi#71) Y757 DR LERThe rooftop garden
on top of the Fringe Club in Central, Hong Kong. All
pictures are taken by Jeffery Hou
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Fig.3 YV 7 )V ®OMullae-Dong® EXHN 5 b D & FET
% J& bt [ 139 B o #1238 D B This edible rooftop
garden in Mullae-dong, Seoul, functions also as a
social space by neighbors and gardeners

With rising concerns for food security and climate
adaptation, urban gardening has emerged as an agenda for
urban resilience around the world. In East Asian cities, a
variety of initiatives have emerged with different levels of
institutional and grassroots support. In Seoul, the Seoul
Metropolitan Government undertakes an ambitious plan to
become the world’s capital of urban agriculture with help of
civic organizations. In Singapore, under the government’s
Community in Bloom program, hundreds of community
gardens have emerged on public housing estates. In addition,
rooftops gardens have been developed by social start-ups. In
Hong Kong, one can find urban gardening initiatives led also
by small social start-ups such as Rooftop Republic that
manages rooftop community gardens on both private and
public sites. In Taipei, under the city’s new Garden City
policy, municipal agencies have been assigned with different
responsibilities for creating and incorporating community
gardens into public parks, vacant lands, rooftops, and school
yards. A number of civic organizations have played an
important role in program support, training, and advocacy.
Altogether, more than 300 urban gardens have been created
in just two years.

The experiences from these cities demonstrate the
possibility for rapidly and systematically incorporating urban
gardening in Asia even in cities with high density and limited
land resources. Specifically, they highlight the roles of civic
organizations, schools, and local governments in advancing
the community gardening initiatives. The experience from
Taipei and Seoul, in particular, offer lessons for how local
governments and civil society groups can work together to
support local community gardening movements in different
cultural and institutional contexts. At the same time, however,

evidences also suggested continued barriers and challenges
facing urban gardening in the region. These include cultural
and institutional bias against growing food in the dense urban
environments, which stems from the land shortage and high
real estate cost, as well as restrictions in land uses and
ownerships. The rapid growth is also susceptible to changes
in political and institutional support. These opportunities and
challenges, on the other hand, suggest an agenda for
collaborative research in the region to promote understanding
and development of institutional and collaborative
mechanisms in support of urban gardening and urban food

production.
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urban agriculture and exhibition of local agrarian
culture.




