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The innovation forum was held at the Chiba University
Graduate School of Horticulture on October 21. This year’s
main theme was Satoyama and Nature Therapy. With
Professor Yoshifumi Miyazaki of Chiba University's Center
for Health and Field Sciences as chair, three speakers held

presentations. Mr. Shinpei Ishikawa, the president of the
Kominato Railroad Company, spoke from the business
perspective for creating satoyama landscapes (traditional
countryside hills) along the Kominato Train Line, which has
lovely classic-style trains and runs along the inner coast,
subsequently cutting into the beautiful mountains of central
Chiba Prefecture. These satoyama landscapes feature unique
views representative of the area from the train. Then, Dr.
Choron So of Chiba University's Center for Health and Field
Sciences, explained the relaxation effects of nature therapy
on people, as well as central concepts to nature therapy, for
example the relationship between humans and nature, how
to evaluate the physiological effects, experimental methods,
and how to adjust experiments for biological systems. Dr.
Osamu Kazaoka of the Chiba Environmental Research
Center, gave a presentation on the elegant journey of the
Kanto Basin's geological stratum and groundwater
progressing from the upstream Yoro River in the Tabuchi
Area of Chiba Prefecture. After the oral presentations, the
speakers and audience had very exciting discussions
regarding the presentations, and everyone seemed quite
interested in the whole event.

Finally, poster sessions were held for one hour. Nine
posters from Chiba University’'s Graduate School of
Horticulture were exhibited, four from the Chiba
Environmental Research Center, and two posters from the
Chiba Agriculture and Forest Research Center were
exhibited during the forum. Question and answer sessions

were held about each poster, and after that a relaxed
networking affair was held on the 2nd Floor of the Midori
Kaikan.




