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Day 1, Play Park Activity (2016.11.13)
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Group Photo in the Rain Garden (2016.11.14)

Our Environmental Science and Landscape Architecture
Course has developed a unique educational program within
“Landscape”, incorporating about half of the special subjects
in the English-based program. It includes practical studies
regarding issues found between people and the natural
environment in urban and regional situations. Our special
“Center of Community” (COC) curriculum, directly
supported by the Japanese Government's MEXT agency,
involves real studies, aiding cities and towns with tangible
results through research. There is great potential for exchange
of ideas and doing real-world projects through integrating
international education and local community partnership into
English-based programs. In addition, there is a growing need
for such programs to be conducted in regional towns and
cities where an increasing number of international tourists
are expected in the near future.

This article is an introduction to our Landscape
Architecture Project Studio, a good example of collaboration
between local community and our international education
program.

The studio is called Landscape Architecture Project
Studio-D, instructed by Prof. Isami Kinoshita and Assoc.
Prof. Ryosuke Shimoda, and this year it focused on Ishikawa
town, a small town in Fukushima prefecture which was

damaged by the nuclear accident caused by the Great East
Japan Earthquake in 2011. It is a landscape design workshop
in which we attempted to propose ideas that could mend the
damaged reputation of the town as well as creating future
visions for it.

The theme was “Landscape Revitalization While Looking
At Regional Treasures”. In 2016, the project site was a
former Ishikawa elementary school ground. We conducted
Design & Build work on play facilities, an earth oven, and a
rain garden in collaboration with the Ishikawa Town “Play
Park project for kids”. 20 students belonging to the master’s
program and five exchange students from Germany, Sweden,
Singapore, and China, for a total of 25 international students,
plus members of local entities, worked together during the
workshop.

The Graduate School of Horticulture has accepted many
international students from major universities with landscape
architecture courses. This type of workshop is a great
opportunity for our international education program to
collaborate and contribute to resolving regional issues, while
proposing unique and creative ideas from an international
standpoint. I believe that Chiba University's Global education
is clearly progressing in this direction.




