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Characteristics of Traditional Building Decoration in Daowai district of Harbin,
China

-Regional Development Based on Re-recognition of Historic and Cultural
Resources of Jingyu street

1. Introduction

Harbin, as a modern boom town of Heilongjiang province in northeastern China, has boasted
a history of more than 200 years since its development. Because of its distinctive geography,
Harbin has experienced immigration waves, multi-ethnic cultural integration and cultural
impacts from Russia, Japan, Europe, etc. Consequently, a unique urban culture developed
between 1850 and 1930, during which the buildings in Jingyu Street in Daowai district of
Harbin, in particular, displayed a typical China-western style, featuring 17th-century western
architectural elements externally but traditional Chinese decorations internally. This, in a sense,
has been a cultural heritage of great value by local people.

Through the research on present situations of decorations in the China western architecture
of Jingyu Street in Daowai district of Harbin, this study analyzed designs and implications of
various grain patterns, aiming to re-explore and re-recognize the local cultural characteristics
of historical buildings. Meanwhile, through the questionnaire survey on inheritance and
development of local cultural resources, the study also offered guidance of regional cultural
development pushed by inner impetus.

In the first chapter, the author elaborates the formation and development of Harbin typical
urban culture from the early 20th century to 1930s. During this period, a huge amount of
immigrants, under the impact of immigration waves, swarmed into Harbin, which brought about
multi-cultural living culture, and formed Harbin typical culture style in architecture.

In the second chapter, the author confirms the architectural style of the traditional buildings
in Jingyu Street in light of his research into the decorations of these China western architecture.
Besides, the author has such patterns classified and finally analyzes their designs and
implications.

In the third chapter , the author finds out the characteristics of the China western architecture
of Jingyu Street through the presentation of contents and techniques of the above decorations.

In the fourth chapter, the author learns the local resident views on traditional buildings and
101



cultural resources through a questionnaire survey conducted in Jingyu Street.

The author, from the analysis of the implications embodied in the China western architecture
of Jingyu Street and the feedback of the questionnaire survey, finally puts forth his
interpretation, perspective and guidance of regional future development pushed by inner

impetus based on regional cultural resources as the conclusion of his study.

2. Chapter One: ""Evolution and Establishment of Harbin Typical Urban Culture™
Through literature review, the author demonstrates the evolution and establishment of Harbin,

Daowai district and Jingyu Street respectively. The early 1900s witnessed immigration waves,

which prompted Harbin to develop its distinctive urban culture. This exerted profound influence

on Harbin traditional architecture’s culture as well. In this chapter, the author concludes the

following points:

(1) Immigrants not only had their individual living region but also bring their individual

architectural culture in Harbin.

(2) Traditional buildings in Harbin experienced three stages, namely "primary stages"

(1900s-1920s), "develop stage™ (1920s-1930s) and "mature stage" (1931-1945).

(3) Jingyu Street in Daowai district, accompanied with Harbin urban infrastructure construction,

gradually became the community for clusters of Chinese people. In the meantime, the unique

China western architecture developed as the result of integration between western

architectural culture and traditional Chinese decorations.

3. Chapter Two:""Research into the Decorations of China western architecture in Jingyu
Street"

By means of field study and literature review to inquire about 107 traditional buildings in
Jingyu Street, the author arrives at the following conclusions of this chapter:
(1) Nowadays, there still exist such western architectural styles as classic, Renaissance, Earl
Nouveau, Earl Deco, coupled with China western architectural styles like Chinese-Baroque,
Chinese-Eclecticism, Chinese-Earl Nouveau, etc.
(2) The author took a sample of 964 decorations from 107 traditional buildings, and then

classified them into 6 subjects with 65 categories, concerning plant, animal, people, character
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or letter, geometry, etc. These grain patterns convey their implication like well-being, longevity,
safeness, happiness, fortune and good luck, reflecting the resident vision of a better life.
(3) The history of Harbin, the former international metropolis, and its integrated multi-ethnic

living culture find full expression of the above grain patterns and architectural styles.

4. Chapter Three:"Living Culture Reflected by China western architecture in Jingyu
Street™

Through the analysis of the sample mentioned above, the author arrives at the following
conclusions of this chapter:
(1) All the selected decorations can be roughly divided into Chinese, Western and China-
western styles, of which the traits of plants and animals, homo-phony, ambiguity and other
presentation techniques have been employed in Chinese and China-western styles, sending the
fortunate messages of well-being, longevity, happiness, etc.
(2) After further classification of the sample (964 decorations in 65 categories), the author
finally attained 7 meaning groups according to their implication: happiness, official career,
longevity, fortune, elegance, good-fortune and safeness.
(3) By imitating western architectural styles and integrating traditional Chinese grain patterns,
artisans at that time created China western architectural style, which not only inherited
traditional Chinese culture but also assimilated western architectural styles, and simultaneously,

this innovative style greatly reflected the living culture then.

5. Chapter Four:""Questionnaire Survey on Traditional Buildings and Cultural Resources
in Jingyu Street™

The questionnaire survey conducted in Jingyu Street is composed of 5 projects entitled
History of Jingyu Street in Daowai District of Harbin, China western architecture, Traditional
Chinese Decorations, Historical Cultural Resources in Jingyu Street and Cultural Activities in
Jingyu Street. The author then reaches the conclusion that most respondents knew little about
the history of Jingyu Street and the implication embodied in traditional buildings either, and
they also had a fuzzy recognition of the historical cultural resources in Jingyu Street.

Nevertheless, they took great interest in the cultural activities in Jingyu Street. Therefore, it is
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an important task to foster enthusiasm for local people’s participation in various cultural

activities, through which their interpretations of historical culture will be enhanced.

6. Conclusion
6.1."Distinctive Features and Cultural Characteristics of the Decorations of China
western architecture in Jingyu Street"

In summary, through the analysis of the sample of 107 traditional buildings in Jingyu Street,
964 decorations are verified, and they are classified into 6 subjects with 65 categories,
concerning plant, animal, people, character or letter, geometry, etc. All the selected decorations
can be roughly divided into Chinese, Western and China-western styles, of which the
characteristics of plants and animals, homophony, ambiguity and other presentation techniques
have been employed in Chinese and China-western styles. This is in line with traditional
Chinese architectural characteristics. As Harbin was developing between the early 20th century
and 1930s, the local residents in Jingyu Street of Daowai district, influenced by international
cultures, completely inherited the essence of traditional Chinese culture and actively created a
unique culture of China-western style, a reflection of western architecture and an inheritance
and development of traditional Chinese culture. The residents expressed their hope and love to
happiness, well-being, longevity, safeness, etc via decorations. This positive attitude to life laid
the foundation of a common daily life consciousness, which contributed to a shared living space.
Nowadays the decorations of China western architecture still possess significant value of
culture and society.
6.2.""The Fad of the Remaining Traditional buildings and the Traditional Living Culture
in Jingyu Street™

With the rapid growth of economy, the traditional living culture in Harbin is changing. As a
result, the remaining Traditional buildings in Jingyu Street fade away and the local resident
recognition of historical and traditional grain patterns is lowering. Therefore, it is of great
importance to achieve regional prosperity based on the re-recognition of Chinese decorations
by protecting splendid historical cultural resources. Apparently, it is necessary to raise people’s
concern for the China western architecture of Jingyu Street and reinforce the protection for

these remaining buildings.
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6.3. ""Regional Prosperity Based on Historical Cultural Resources™

Clearly, in the future, it is crucial to inherit and develop the local historical cultural resources
through the re-recognition of traditional buildings in Jingyu Street and its integration with local
resident voluntary activities. According to the analysis of the questionnaire survey and the
present society situation, the author puts forth some proposals as followed:

(1) Storage and Application of the Grain Patterns via 3D Technique

It is advisable to apply the ever-growing 3D technique in scanning and storing of the
decorations of China western architecture of Jingyu Street to share the local cultural resources.
Besides, it is preferable to produce some grain pattern models by 3D technique and exhibit them
regularly. Along with such hands-on exhibition, people’s interest in history and traditional
culture will be stirred up. In summary, it is a pragmatic approach to boost regional activation
by full application of 3D technique in the data storage of the grain patterns of traditional
buildings.

(2) Application of Public Facilities to Hold Long-term Community Cultural Activities
Based on Traditional Buildings.

Cooperate with the local volunteers, cultural and educational institutions, it is necessary to
hold community cultural activities relevant to China western architecture in the near future.
Through the re-recognition of the splendid local resources in history and culture, it is a
pragmatic approach to promote the resident enthusiasm of participation in community cultural
activities for the sake of regional prosperity based on historical cultural resources.

As the saying goes, Rome was not built in a day and so it is true of the achievement of
regional prosperity. However, the author holds a strong belief that in years of effort together
with the implementation of cultural activities, it is attainable, without fail, to inherit and develop
the splendid urban living culture of Daowai district in cooperation with Harbin citizens, civil
societies and volunteers, and ultimately find out a way of the regional prosperity of Jingyu

Street in Daowai district.
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