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Summary

Letters are a visual expression of words. They are therefore a medium that allows for
communication by evoking emotion through visual models. Image relaying through the form of
letters has especially attracted attention in modern society where image processing technology
continues to grow. Among such technology, there is progressing research on the relationship letter
width has with readability and emphasis. However, most of this studies the relationships of
readability and visibility and there is little research that looks into the relationship with impression.

Letter width is connected with comfort when reading and can affect readability and visibility.
There is also a relationship with human emotion and attitude which can also change comprehension
of letters. Thus, in order to achieve accurate communication, it is necessary to consider the
relationship between letter width and impression.

This study therefore conducted an examination using an experimental psychological method as a
basic research effort for looking into the relationship between letter width and impression. In particular,
an impression assessment experiment was conducted using the Hiragana and Katakana of both the
Mincho and Gothic fonts and the variation of impression due to letter width was examined. Eye
movement when assessing impression of letters was also measured using a device for measuring
ocular counter roll. Afterwards, interview surveys were conducted and the results obtained from
these experiments were used to examine the reasons for impression changing due to letter width.
More detailed examination was also added by conducting an impression assessment experiment using
product packaging and investigating the change in impression due to letter width when backgrounds
(color, images, etc.) was present.

Results showed that impressions such as weight, readability, and refinement changed depending on
letter width. It was also found that changes in form due to letter width such as typing or serif or
variation of face and counter affected impression. Similar results were obtained in the experiment
using product packaging, showing that change in impression due to letter width has a similar trend
even when there is color or an image in the background.

This study considered the relationship between letter width and impression which up to now had

not been given much review. In particular, there was a large significance in having used an



experimental psychological method which had not been conventionally used and broadening the
range of scientific approach to the relationship between letter width and impression, as well as having
understood the change of impression due to letter width as a basic research effort for finding the

relationship between letter width and impression.
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