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SUMMARY

Due to progressive development of chemotherapy
using antibiotics, the frequency of oseteomyelitis in
the mandible or maxilla has been decreased. However,
chronic and refractory osteomyelitis cases are still ob-
served. In order to understand characteristics of man-
dibular osteomyelitis, clinical analysis was performed.

Fourteen cases of mandibular osteomyelitis treated
at the division of dentistry and oral surgery, Chiba
University hospital, from 1990 to 1999, were analyzed.
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Ten cases of 14 cases were occupied with male,
and 9 cases were over 50-year-old group. Swelling or
pain in the mandible was found frequently, and X-ray
photographs revealed osteolytic findings or thickened
cortical bone. Thirteen of 14 cases were given rise
by oral infection associated with molar teeth. In the
microbacterial examination, Streptococcus sp. and Neis-
seria sp. were detected in 6 and 5 cases, respectively.
Antibiotics were introduced to all patients at least 6
weeks, and 11 patients resumed after the treatment.
However, 3 patients did not show improvement of
symptoms because of recurrences of osteomyelitis.
Causes of those cases were not able to be identified.

Our data suggest that the mandibular osteomy-
elitis requires severe and long time procedure for
healing, and that quick and proper cure is extremely
significant. And the cases seem to be difficult to deal
with if the causes of illness are unknown.
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