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Abstract

The focus of a new three-year study is to assess the factors and sources of information which af-
fect food safety concerns of consumers. This report identifies the research plans and results from the
first year of work. During 2005, two types of investigations were undertaken. First, the research
team had first-hand experience with the issue on the east area of the United States. Second, a mail
household survey of the Japanese metropolitan area was conducted.

As a result of the American experience, the research team learned that: (1) A plan for introducing
a food traceability system into the American stockbreeding food chain is being considered by USDA
but it is being delayed due to problems associated with putting the system into operation; (2) the
price difference between organic and conventional foods in the USA has become smaller as a result
of intensive price competition in the organic foods market; (3) State governments have become ac-
tive in promoting their agricultural products through the use of a “local brand.” This plan is also ex-
pected to expand to the measure for solving social and economical local matters.

The mail survey is currently in progress. As a result of this effort, we expect to be able to identify
those factors which: (1) Most affect factor of Japanese metropolitan consumers food purchasing be-
haviors; (2) Their opinions about the intended reopening of the Japanese market to imported Ameri-
can beef which has been associated with questions about BSE infection; and (3) Consumers evalu-

ations of the importance of brand image of local food.
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