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Although the child development education in home economics for all boys as well as the girls has launched in
the 1990s, there is no carrent research which examined whether the curriculum of child development education in
boys’ schools would effect as well as one in coeducational school.

This study aimed to investigate boys’ junior and senior high school students’awareness of father’s and mother’s
roles and examine the relationships between their awareness of parent’s roles and the readiness for parenting,
comparing with those of coeducational school male students.

The participants consisted of 193 boys’ junior high, 525 boys’ senior, 126 coeducational junior high and 139 co-
educational senior high school male students. Each specific scale was developed to measure “Awareness of fa-
ther’s and mother’s roles,” “Acceptance of becoming a parent,” and “Interest in Children.”

It was found that boys’ junior and senior high school students recognized various dimensions of father’s roles: as
a family person, a breadwinner, a teacher, a role model, a leader, and a house worker. The results also showed
they did not perceive father’s roles as a citizen and a husband and they were found not to have fully developed
comprehensive and realistic awareness of father’s roles.

Further, the analyses revealed that boys’ school students’ readiness for parenting predicted their awareness of
father’s roles significantly.

On the other hand, it was shown that boys’ senior high school students’ readiness for parenting was at a lower
level of development in acceptance of becoming a parent and interest in children than those of coeducational sen-
ior high school male students.

This present study suggested that more researches will be needed to develop appropriate curriculum of child
development education for boys’ junior and senior school students.

F—7—F P E (Father’s roles) FEPI%E (Mother’s roles) J T4 (Boy’s school)
fRF%FH (Child development education) HiZ7% 5 2 & DZEM: (Acceptance of becoming a parent)
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