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PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE OBTAINED THROUGH NURSING UTILIZING
THE BACKGROUNDS OF ELDERLY PEOPLE

Harue Masaki **

The present study aimed to structure the practical knowledge regarding respect towards the individual values and
backgrounds of elderly people obtained by nurses through daily nursing.
Based on the content of interviews conducted with 6 nurses in a general hospital who were proficient in elderly

nursing, the semantic connections and correlations among diverse types of practical knowledge were spatially situated
and analyzed using the qualitative synthesis method KJ method, which enables structural analysis.

The factor “understanding past backgrounds makes it easier to understand elderly people as they are today”
underlies the practical knowledge obtained by nurses through daily nursing utilizing the backgrounds of elderly people,
and supports the factors “attempting to understand background enables mutual sharing of feelings” and “imagining the
connection between the present and the past facilitates closeness with the elderly person and alters nursing”.

The observed practical knowledge structure consisting of “utilizing the values of elderly people during nursing
while seeking common ground with the existing state of medical care” was affected by the factor “not all nurses are able
to sympathize with and understand the backgrounds of elderly people and utilize this information during care” and
“while understanding of patient background is reflected in the nurse’s attitude, it is possible that commonality between
patients could result in uniform care, and this is difficult to avoid”.

As mentioned above, it has become clear that the significance of the individual care practices and the subject for
the care practices that should be shared with other nurses do exist in the practical knowledges acquired from nursing

which harnessed past backgrounds of elderly people in the general hospital.
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