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Summary

Summary

The Edition 6 of The Theory of Moral Sentiments and French
Revolution

Toshiharu Nozawa

The sixth revision of The Theory of Moral Sentiments was Smith's last
work. In the sixth part of TMS, Smith criticized the ‘man of system'.
W. Eckstein and some scholars have interpreted its expression as
Smith’s critical comment upon radical reformers of French Revolution.
This interpretation is just partly correct. I will prove my argument
analyzing the sixth part of 7TMS and basing the representative books
on the revolution by G. Lefebvre, The Gentleman's Magazine and the
book of travels in France by Arthur Young.

We can find the man of system’ in the first edition of TMS before
the sixth edition. In addition to the fact, Smith regarded an imperial
and royal reformer like Louis XV as the most dangerous one. There-
fore, the man of system  is not only the bourgeois radical like
Robespierre. Smith praised Solon contrary to the ‘man of system’ as
the model whose public spirit was prompted by humanity and benevo-
lence. Also in the WN, Solon was looked upon the prudent and gradual
reformer who took into consideration people’s private interests and
prejudices. Consequently, Smith’s criticism of the ‘man of system’ im-
plies his own self-control to the sudden abrogation of mercantilism and

execution of free trade.
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