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“Open-minded” and “Narrow-minded” Worldviews: Japanese Mothers Class
Distinction through Oyako-ryzizgaku (Parent-child Study Abroad Tour) in Hawalii

Hiroki Igarashi
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Abstract

Since the 2000s, scholars have discussed the transnationalizing of East Asian families—the mothers
educate and nurture their children in English-speaking countries while the fathers remain in the home
country. By interviewing 21 Japanese mothers participating in a short-term parent-child study tour
(oyako-ryzgaku) in Hawaii, | observed how they engage in class distinction by identifying themselves
as “good mothers’ through employing culturally embedded discourses on children’s competencies.
My findings revea that these mothers constructed a worldview that their children are becoming
‘open-minded’ by acquiring individuality, self-expression capabilities, English language skills and
cosmopolitan orientations which prepare them for more job opportunities in the future. Within the
group, the less educated mothers compared to the well-educated ones, were more likely to distinguish
themselves from domestic elite families in that they perceive the latter as ‘ narrow-minded’ regarding
their children’s personality and future job prospects. In conclusion, | discuss the ways in which my
research participants employed various discourses on children's competencies as related to class
distinction.
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