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Abstract

The Dajia rush straw crafts was initialed and developed in the Dajia area located in
mid-west of Taiwan.It has boasted a history of 300 years, one of the crafts succeeded
from the early immigrants of China. However,nowadays Dajia rush straw craft have
confronted with the problems of disappearance.To find the possible way of keep the

crafts developing is the urgent business of the times.

This research seeks to explore a concrete policy for future development of Taiwan
Dajia rush straw crafts based on literature review and the viewpoint of living culture

with crafts.

Dajia rush straw crafts have been made from a characteristic rush growing wild in
the Ta-an stream basin in the Taiwan mid-west.The straw became a essential natural
material utilized by local people.According to the history,Dajia was famous as a
production center of rush straw mat and Dajia hat.Meanwhile, various life tools,such as
cigarette case or wallet was popular in fashion.

Based on both literature review and described by interviewee,especially those who
participated in straw handicrafts production, several findings can be concluded as
below:

The first chapter described the design history of Dajia rush straw,and concluded
as below:(1)The various design inspiration was from the living culture.Besides,local
people made serious efforts in order to get better rush straw as the material.(2)
That made Dajia rush straw crafts were practically use in the daily life of local
people. By make use of every parts of the rush straw, we can find the established
relationship between living culture and rush straw crafts.(3)The craftmanship was

also the key that bringing the local people closer to each other.

In order to find out the features of Dajia rush straw crafts, the second chapter
describes the history from the view point of endogenous development with five
different periods.

(1)INITIAL PERIOD(1729-1895);The knitting technique and prototype of local
rush straw craft was initiated;(2) BOOM PERIOD(1895-1903): Owing to the efforts
of local people to promote domestic industries with expectation of development, the
production of Dajia straw mats and hats were industrialized;(3)PEAK
PERIOD(1903-1942); The production of Dajia rush straw hats boosted into a peak

4



state.(4) RECESSIONARY PERIOD(1943-1970) ; The rush straw craft industry
declined owing to the civil war. (5) RESTORATION PERIOD(1996-); When
Community Development Campaign as the policy was waged in the year of 1996
till now.

Moreover,the research indicated the characteristic of Dajia rush straw crafts.Local
people supported the formation and development activities of the crafts on their own
Initiatives,particularly from initial period to peak period.Local people plays the most
important role that owing to improve their life and they put the rush straw industry
into practice.Furthermore,the result of rush straw crafts became immaterial heritage of
Dajia and Yuanli area,was the collaboration of the initialed native Pingpu tribe and the
succeed emigrated Han race.The living culture related to Dajia rush straw crafts was

based on make possible use of local resources without any waste.

Chapter three aims to derive possible method for the development of Dajia rush straw
crafts from local wisdom of life experience. The process from growing rush straw to
production, such as fertilizer,harvesting,refine,knitting skill and production tools,was
formed by the living culture.For further promote Dajia rush straw craft in the
future,literature study on the accumulated knowledge of locality should be detailed
examination.From this point of view,the history indicated the Dajia rush straw crafts
has became the one of vanishingly traditional craft.This generation should responsible

for the revitalize and preservation of Dajia rush straw crafts.

The fourth chapter derives the questionnaires implemented in order to figure out the
possible proposal for revitalization of Dajia rush straw crafts. The findings concluded as
below:

It is crucial that local people have to appreciate the value of rush straw crafts from the
view point of living culture. Therefore, the first step is to review and reconfirm the
history of the rush straw crafts before attempted to promote the industry.It is the basic

concept for operate revitalize policy on Dajia rush straw crafts.

The final chapter sorted out the questionnaire intended for craftsman and local
people.Through the core of the problem for the future development of Dajia rush straw
crafts,the conclusion of questionnaire derives the following five characteristics of Dajia
rush straw crafts.(1)Inheritance of Dajia rush straw crafts should be faced.(2)inspire
the craftmanship basis on the properties of Dajia rush straw.(3) local people tend to pay
more attention to further promotion of Dajia rush straw crafts. (4)traditional handicraft
is the essentials to sustain an affluent community with open mind living.(5)to explore

the way of endogenous development by cooperation between local people,scholars and

5



government.

In conclusion,as the findings in this thesis, by following the guidelines for endogenous
development of Dajia rush straw crafts, concrete proposal from both tangible properties
and intangible aspects can be concluded as below:

The intangible aspects about designing a living: (1)The love of intangible heritage
while drying rush straw in the sun can be provoked by conducting enjoyment program
for the beautiful scenery in community. (2)Local people make use of the rush straw
products and comes into fashion.Promotes local product consumption in
community.(3)The revival of old tradition of rush straw production methods based on

the wisdom to use up consumption items as much as possible without waste.

The advice for tangible properties:(1)Conduct Dajia rush straw culture area in order
to promote the concept of local product consumption in community and use up
consumption items as much as possible without waste.The rush straw fields also
provide variety experiences of growing rush straw. (2)Setup the local culture museum
by make use of historical houses.A place of experiences exchange between local
people,visitors and craftsman.

Moreover,several examples introduced for designing the series of Dajia rush straw
products that go well with contemporary fashion is also the key to the spread of rush

straw handicrafts.
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