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Abstract

It is widely said that English language competence of university students is vital for Japan in
order to earn the status of an internationalized country. At the same time, the importance of their
native language competence as the fundament for creative thinking is emphasized. In an attempt to
address these issues English and Japanese language tests were given to Toyo Gakuen University
students, and the correlation between their English and Japanese competence was investigated with
the purpose of finding to what degree native Japanese competence influences the progress in
acquiring English as a foreign language. The scope of this research includes identifying problemsin
both English and Japanese language education and devel oping effective teaching strategies.

The findings of this research also imply that native language (L1) competence should be taken
into consideration when teaching Japanese as a second language (JSL) to non-native students.

In this paper, | analyze the results of the preliminary research conducted in September, 2015, and
point out to the problems the surveyed students encountered in the language tests.
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