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Forbidden Love of Animal-kamuj
— Rethinking of Ainu Shin yo (Song of Animal Gods)

OGIHARA Shinko

Summary:

The idea proposed by the preceded authorities of Ainu culture concerning the relation of Shin yo
(Song of Animal Gods) and Uwepeker (prosaic tale) has been shared by researchers up to nowadays.
The key of this discussion lies in the refrain “sakehe”, that is repeated typically in chanting Shin yo.
It has been usual that any kind of tale with “sakehe”, nevertheless what the sort of theme or content,
are automatically classified as Shin 'yo.

The author of this paper once discussed that the main cluster of the Shin’yo could be the animal
myth that defines basically the animal-human relations. On this preposition she tries to reexamine
the verses of Shin yo in the work of Itsuhiko Kubodera “Ainu Jojishi: Shin’yo Seiden no Kenkyu”(A
Study of Ainu Epic: Shin’yo, Seiden: 1977, Tokyo) and finds that the majority of them are either

prosaic tales or menoko yukar (female epos), or of other origin.

As for the example “Tale of white fox brothers” that tells a false love of a fox that
transformed into a man toward the sister of Okikurumi (probably a culture hero in the Ainu
tradition), we could hardly find parallel story in Shin 'yo; the essential idea of that tale is far from
Shin’yo as animal myth. The “Tale of white fox brothers” with some versions of the Sakhalin Ainu
should be discussed otherwise as a version in “human-animal marriage tale” cycle that is

widespread among the peoples of the North.





