


A main screen of the system is shown in ﬁgure 2. Table. 1. Variables of agricultural information for the planning
Left side of the screen is an area for planning
crops on a plan of field where the farmer
considers and right side is an area for browsing
past information on same plans. Horizontal lists
of the left area shows potential kinds of crops for
the planning. The right area shows harvested
kinds of crops with which the farmer deals.

. Plan of Field for Cropping

. Plan of Field for Fertilizing

. Yields and productions

. Starch-concentration (potato)
. Sugar-concentration (beet)

. Protein (wheat)

. Nitrogen-content (soil)
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. Insects and diseases
i. Profit and loss

2.2. SRS data for the system
Variables of estimation for the system are followings. Those are calculated from SRS data.

Estimated yield of each crop
Estimated starch-concentration of potato on each field
Estimated sugar-concentration of beet on each field
. Estimated protein of wheat on each field
Estimated nitrogen-content of soil on each field
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2.3 Social system configuration for the planning support system

The planning support system is used by a number of farmhouses under management by a certain
organization of the region. The organization contracts with SRS data provider. Figure 3 shows the
providing system.

organization
of
region

Fig. 3. Providing system for the planning support system

(1) SRS data of the region

(2) Providing values of the calculated data of each
farmhouse field for the system on farmer’s PC

3. Information Design Study on Visualizations for variables from SRS data
3.1. Visualizations

Values of the Variables are calculated from SRS data by functions constructed by SRS researcher
(HONGO. 2004). Information designers visualize the variables. Purpose of the visualization is making
legibility of the values for the farmers who deals with the values of crops, fertilizers, and his/her tasks
on the fields.

Our study of the visualization has been based on SRS research for a couple of fields of potato that is
grown by farmer YM in Tokachi as a case. Following visualizations are derived from the potato data.
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