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Housing with Edible Landscape
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One of the advocators of new urbanism, Michael Corbett,
led the project for building an eco village in Davis,
California, which was completed in 1982, and encompasses
225 households and 20" apartment units. When I visited it in
1987, Prof. Mark Francis of UC Davis was my guide, and
demonstrated the pedestrian trail on the rear side of the
passive-solar houses. It connected the common gardens
owned and managed by sets of eight households each. There
were many fruits trees and vegetables. He explained that this
landscape, “Edible Landscape”, was one of the key concepts
of this eco village.

Prof. Francis asked me if there were edible landscapes like
it in Japan. I answered that we might not have in urban
residential area, but it could often be found in rural
landscapes.

Edible landscape has the functions of increasing self
sufficient food as well as enhancing people’s communication
and fostering a “strong community”, which is one of the key
concepts of this community. Cooperative maintenance work
was held at 3:00 p.m. every Saturday, and the people enjoyed
a work potluck party afterwards, bringing homemade food
cooked from the fruits and vegetables in the surrounding
edible landscape. I observed that children also worked to
clean their playground with the adults.

Eva Lanxmeer is an ecological residential area comprised
of about 300 households which was realized in 2009 from
the enthusiastic motivation of one lady, Marleen Kaptain,
who dreamed of making an eco village. To give life to her
dream, she asked professors at the Delft Institute of
Technology, and made a plan incorporating new ideas
supported by professionals. After divulging her ideas by
internet, there were many positive reactions. Culemborg
City offered to support her idea so that it could be realized, in
the greatest way, by providing the land for its development.
A lot of future residents worked during its planning and
construction. In the common space, there were grass houses,
the walk path was decorated with edible landscape. Also
here, the residents were working toward its maintenance.
The senior nursing home was also decorated with edible
landscape. The walk path connected to a farmhouse where
animals were cared for by disabled people. The residential
area was planned to use the bio-mass of this farmhouse.

As for residential area development in Japan, one is
pressed to find the concept of edible landscape. However, a
related story does apply. In the early period of Japanese
housing area development, the architect Mr. Shuichi Tsubata
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planned Kozoji New Town on the outskirts of Nagoya City.
He felt a kind of contradiction in creating an artificial
residential area by cutting away the Satoyama. After
development, he lived there himself, and attempted to
reproduce the original Satoyama landscape by planting 50
kinds of fruit trees and 70 kinds of vegetables in his garden.
His later life was very fruitfully happy, and can be watched
in the film titled “Life is Fruity”2>. In the age of the shrinking
city and aging society, it may be better to reconsider realizing
the edible landscape when renovating old residential
complexes to connect people and create a more sustainable
society.
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