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How do young children disclose a secret:
The relation between the secret concept and the morality
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How do young children disclose a secret? We examined whether or not 4, 5, 6 year old children disclose
about their friend’s secret when they were asked about the secret by mother, another friend, or teacher. The
secret consisted of “anti-moral secret (secret about against morality)” and “normal secret (secret not concerned
with morality)”. Results showed 4-year olds tended to keep secrets, while 6-year olds tended to disclose secrets
regardless of “person who asks about a secret” or “content of a secret”. Six-year olds more disclosed about “anti-
moral secret” than 4, 5-year olds. Children started to mention about the morality as the reason to disclose “anti-
moral secret” about 5 years old. This study showed that young children become able to handle a secret flexibly in
consideration of “the relationship to person who asks about a secret”, “content of a secret” or “morality”.
F—J—F: W% (Secret) MEE# (Morality) B (Young childhood) J83% (Development)
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