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Summary

This research clarifies the cultural characteristics of Nigugu which is a traditional craftwork
rooted in Yangqi Village of Henan Province, China. Based on bibliographic and field survey,
the author shows the ideal way of traditional craftwork, which is now attracting attention from
the viewpoint of regional revitalization, from the perspective of endogenous development
theory, and it is aimed to derive guidelines for succession of Nigugu’s culture.

As a result, the following conclusions and properties are revealed.

In Prologue, the cultural project in China today, the history of protection policy on Intangible
Cultural Heritage is revealed, and also the current situation and problems of Nigugu and Yangqi
Village are clarified.

In Chapter One, the production techniques and characteristics of conventional craftwork
Nigugu are revealed. Firstly, the production techniques of Nigugu is not simply aiming at
raising productivity, but taking resources as unlimited possibilities. Secondly, there are various
kinds and sizes of Nigugu, and even with the same theme and made by the same craftsman,
Nigugu still has diverse types. Thirdly, the Nigugu culture has established a resource-recycling
craftsmanship process by the fact that Nigugu is dried only by sun or waste heat of hearth which
could return to the soil again after finishing its role. Finally, the fact that black is the ground
color of Nigugu is based on the utilization of available living resources, and the excellent
wisdom of making full use of one object was diversified through the production techniques and
use of tools and resources.

In Chapter Two, the author clarifies the relationship between the Nigugu and a number of
aspects including the concept of soil, the distribution of craftsmanship according to different
types of soil, the utilization of soil, and mud play etc., in Yangqi Village. Meanwhile,
experiments on the nature of soil and measurements on clay minerals have been carried out
using representative soil as sampling. Firstly, residents of Yangqi Village share a knowledge
system upon available soil resources in the local area. Secondly, although characteristics of soil
are various in different regions, villagers can fully utilize the feature of soil from their
peripherally residential regions. Thirdly, people have developed the wisdom about how to make
flexible utilization of soil resources and integrate it into their daily life.

In Chapter Three, the role of Nigugu in annual events such as Xun County Lunar New Year

Old Mausoleum are revealed. Firstly, it is thought that the statue of god imposed on the temple



of Yangqi Village, the shrine offered at each household and the lion used at the festival are all
produced based on the Nigugu production techniques. Secondly, good auspiciousness of
Nigugu is connected with faith of child-giving, and Nigugu became the medium which connects
buyer and children. Thirdly, Nigugu became a medium of exchange in the area and surrounding
areas, which is also widening the culture of the Old Mausoleum. It is believed that it had been
once used to provide abundant materials for the production of Nigugu. Finally, the author
analyzed the current situation of Nigugu creation using Hayashi's Quantification Methods III,
through targeting 78 residents who are living in Yangqi Village and producing Nigugu.

In Chapter Four, through a questionnaire survey on people living in Yangqi Village, residents’
perception of soil and Nigugu is revealed. Firstly, the vast majority of residents emphasize
traditional crafts. Secondly, knowledge and information on Nigugu and earth resources differ
from different age. Thirdly, it is thought that the inheritance of resource-recycling-
craftsmanship could be possible. Finally, the difference in recognition is clearly seen between
people who are making Nigugu and people who are not.

In Final Chapter, as a result of the survey and consideration discussed above, Nigugu is a
craftsmanship that has been built in conjunction with the overall utilization of material and non-
material regional resources in the area, and there is a high possibility that the residents will
inherit the culture proactively.

Last but not least, this research discussed the ideal way of Intangible Cultural Heritage,
meanwhile, derived guidelines of endogenous development of Yangqi Village in the future.
Administratively, we should legislate the protection of Yangqi Village’s soil, an important
resource constituting Intangible Cultural Heritage. Secondly, it is considered to be the most
necessary in reality to provide a dedicated place for residents who are creating Nigugu. Thirdly,
making a playground of mud, providing a place to let children in the village touch the good
quality soil and create opportunities to let them learn knowledge and culture of the earth through
playing. Fourthly, Nigugu Museum is supposed to be used for education and research of Nigugu
and eventually to create community-based living among the residents through Nigugu. Such as
making Nigugu package using the local natural materials, supporting resource-recycling-
craftsmanship using 3D technology making pigment of Nigugu using natural materials.
Furthermore, by continuing on the activities, we will gradually open up the possibility of

inspiring the mind of resource-recycling-craftsmanship by the residents living in Yangqi Village.
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