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This study examined the situation regarding the vocabulary of Japanese schoolchildren who had returned to Ja-
pan from overseas (returning students), clarifying the following two characteristics of their vocabulary ability:
(1) Regarding differences in the degree of understanding of words between returning students and regular students,

returning students showed a significantly lower degree of understanding of some words than that showed by
regular students in the same grade. In addition, these words tended to be characterized by their requirement for
understanding of collocations.

(2) Regarding the tendency for returning students not to use loanwords, no significant differences were observed
between the two groups; however, the results suggested the possibility that in the case of words where the de-
gree of understanding was the same, there may be differences in whether students grasp the relationship of these
words with other words (Synonymity).

F¥—7—F :J#ET % (Returning students), #&%2/J) (vocabulary), Fl&#& (native Japanese words (wago)),
#iiE (Japanese words of Chinese origin (kango)), #V&iE (loanwords)
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