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This thesis evaluates the use of car-free street spaces in Kenya and Japan through a mixed-methods
research. A questionnaire survey in Nairobi examined safety, comfort, and connectivity of users across three
street types: a typical car street, a one-way street, and a car-free street. The day-to-day use of streets in
Tokyo was evaluated through direct observations and mapping of stationary activities such as standing and
children’s play. Additionally, the study exposed the underlying relationships between residents’ attributes
and the use of nearby shopping streets through interviews and questionnaires. When the results are
discussed under a framework of “production of space” by Henri Lefebvre, it is clear that current efforts have
been inconsistent with the needs of people using street spaces while people’s perception of streets has
largely been limited to movement of goods and people; the effects of elaborate street events on day-to-day

life also remains minimal.
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