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ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING SUPPORT FOR DISCHARGE PROCESS FOR OLDER PEOPLE WITH
DEMENTIA AT AN ACUTE HOSPITAL
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This study aimed to reveal the details of ethical decision-making support for discharge process for older people
with dementia at an acute care hospital.
Methods

The researcher, a discharge support nurse, provided decision-making support to older people with dementia for
discharge process, recorded field notes and maintained process records.

The analysis of this data is predicted to guide the ethical decision-making support in this study. Support was
classified into two types Group I and Group IL

Group I — involved support for understanding their expression of intent, using their maximum ability, conversing
with them, and respecting them.

Group II - involved support for agreement and discussion with family and medical professionals. Small themes
(66, 19 themes) were derived from the classified data. The final analysis was described relatively and arranged into
small themes of support during discharge process.

Results

Through analysis of seven case studies, Group I was determined as support for -ascertaining older people’s ability,
creating a facilitative environment-, and using and maintaining maximum ability.

Group IT - included support for family members on whom the person can rely; recognizing medical professionals’
sense of value, and — attempts to understanding that the person is important. It also included support for agreement
with family members regarding supporting the person’s intention.

Conclusion
Ethical decision-making support for discharge process for older people with dementia at an acute hospital was

clarified that these are structure of classification II based on the support of classification I.
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