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A study on the sequence of the match in Sumo competition
Yuji HATTORI], Shigeji MURAMATSUZ and Yoji HATTORIS
1Tokai Gakuen University, 2Chiba University, 3Daido Institute of Technology

Abstract
The purpose of this study was to examine the influence of results on the following match. The
results of under Makusita wrestlers in Grand Sumo Tournaments during January 1997 to January
1998 were examined. They have seven matches in a tournament. The correlation betweeen the
sequence of results(from the first match to the sixth match) and the winning rate of the seventh
(final) match were studied.

The results were as follows;

1. The correlation was negative in all cases of 3-3(3 victories - 3 defeats), 4-2, 2-4. There was
a significant difference(p<0.05) when 4-2, 24.

2. The results of each level were as follows; Jonokuchi had a significantly positive correlation
(p<0.05) when 3-3, a negative correlation when 4-2,2-4, and a significant difference(p<0.01) when
2-4. Jonidan and Sandanme had a negative correlation in all cases. Makusita had a negative
correlation when 3-3, a positive correlation when 4-2, 24, and a signifcant difference(p<0.05)
when 2-4.

These results suggested that the more wrestlers with “bad sequences" had more possibilities
of winning in the seventh match, and the wrestlers with “good sequences" had more possibilities
of losing then. However, from the results of under Makusita level, technique and proficiency were
the important factors to get “good sequences".(Chiba Journal of Physical Education,23,1-7,1999)
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