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Body, Culture and Language in the argument on PE teacher
: Discussion on Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy

Takuya SAKAMOTO

Doctoral Course, The United Graduate School of Education Tokyo Gakugei Universityty

Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to show the necessity of discussing culture and language for PE teacher based
on Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy of the human hody, especially Phénoménologie de la perception. For
this purpose, previous studies on PE teacher are critically surveyed to indicate the necessity of qualitative
aspect of PE class and the significance of the idea of “lived world” in Phénoménologie de la perception.
The main points for discussion are as follows:
(1) Human body has a layered structure consisting of “habitual body (corps habituel)” and “actual body
(corps actuel)”, and also has a specific function, i.e. “body schema (schéma corporel)”.
(2) Perspective on the body schema is an essential to clarify the formation process of body culture which
has been considered from the viewpoint of “habitus” so far.
(3) PE teacher’s language is to be considered as “parole” similar to body gesture.
To conclude, body, culture, and language should be considered as a mutual relationship in the discussion of

PE teacher. This perspective would present a new raison d’étre of PE.
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