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This paper reports on the results of preliminary research administered to shine a light on the development of
Japanese students' ability to produce L1 writing. We looked at two issues in this paper.

1: To gain a developmental picture of L1 acquisition, the errors made by two groups of students, fifth- and eighth-
graders, were collected and analyzed. It was found that some errors were more frequent among the fifth graders
than the eighth graders; for example, errors caused by a sound conversion such as "ikioi (\»& Bv)" and "ikiyoi (W
& X )" In another example, the wrong combination of a subject and a verb was more frequently found in the
writing of eighth graders. These errors resulted from the long and complicated sentences they had tried to produce.

2: In this investigation, students in the fifth, eighth, and ninth grades proofread a passage that included identical
linguistic mistakes. They were asked to point out and correct any errors. The corrections they added in the
composition were analyzed and categorized. From the analysis, we found that the gap between the three groups of
students was not as large as we had expected. Some errors were corrected quickly by the students, but some others
were difficult to identify and accurately correct.

From the results gained from both analyses, we found that students needed specialized and well-planned material
and instruction to enhance their L1 writing abilities. Furthermore, the requirements are different according to the
types of L1 errors and developmental stages.

F—TU—F: X5 EGHES) (metalinguistic capacity), #1] (error and mistakes), #IE (proofreading),
LAY SCEAERL (logical writing)
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