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How do people respond to crying peers in childhood and adolescence?
: Comparison between crying of sadness and crying of happiness.
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This study examined people's behavior to a crying peer. Participants (NV=185) were 10- and 13-year-olds, and
adults. They were asked what behavior to a crying peer, in 3 crying stories (crying of sadness, crying of achievement,
crying of meeting again) by a questionnaire. The results showed that 10- and 13-year-olds were more likely than
adults to generate the express behaviors such as “empathy” and “praise” for the crying stories with achievement or
meeting again; adults generated the convert behaviors such as “watching” and “no involvement” for these stories.
Also, 10-year-olds consistently generated the express behaviors for three crying stories; in contrast, adults adjusted
their behaviors to suit the reason for crying. These results suggested the possibility that the behaviors towards the
other crying with positive emotions keeps changing from 10-years-olds to adults.
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