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NURSES’ JUDGEMENT PROCESSES REGARDING EARLY IDENTIFICATION OF
ASPIRATION PNEUMONIA IN RESIDENTS OF LONG-TERM CARE FACILITIES
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The objective of this study was to clarify, using qualitative induction, the nurses’ judgement processes for detecting
aspiration pneumonia for residents in long-term care facilities, and for assessing suitability of continuation of treatment
of those patients in the long-term care facilities. A semi-structured interview was conducted with 8 nurses having
extensive practical experience of the residents with 3 pneumonia outcomes, those who recovered after the treatment in
long-term care facilities, those who died after receiving terminal care in long-term care facilities, and those who were
transported to medical facilities for the treatment of pneumonia. Nurses assessed whether the residents were suffering
from pneumonia based on information about typical and atypical symptoms particular to each resident, and informa-
tion about symptoms necessary to differentiate pneumonia from other diseases. This information was obtained from
nurses and other healthcare professionals and the nurses judged an appropriate place for treatment of pneumonia for
each resident by considering severity of pneumonia, intention of related persons determined after sufficient explanation,
and capability of long-term care facilities to provide a safe environment. From the results of this study, the following
conclusion on how to collect data and judgment processes for early detect and assessed an appropriate place for treat-

ment of aspiration pneumonia of residents in long-term care facilities.
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