
E n t e n n g I n t o t h e Li v e s o f T hin g s : t h e V oi c e o f T i n B r e n d a n K e n n elly
,

s P o et ry

Ri n a E I K U C H I

I . I n tr o d u cti o n

B r e n d a n K e n n elly w a s b o m i n 1 93 6 i n B allylo n gf o rd , C o ･ K e r ry ' b ut h a s b e e n li vi n g l n

D u bli n l o n g e n o u gh t o ad o pt D ubli n a s his h o m e ･ H e i s w ell kn o wn all t hr o u gh Ir ela n d a s a

p o e t , a C n tl C , an e dit o r , a pl a y w rig ht an d a p r o f e s s o r at t h e T ri nit y C oll eg e , D ubli n . H i s fir s t

b o o k
,
C a s t a C old E y e , ap p e a r e d i n 1 9 5 9 w h e n h e w a s i n hi s e a rly t w e n ti e s , an d si n c e th e n , h e

h a s p ublish ed m o r e th a Jl f o r ty p o et ry b o ok s ･

1
H e w a s a w ar d e d p n z e s i n cl u di n g A E

M e m o ri al P riz e a s e ar ly a s i n 1 9 6 7 ･ M o st o f his e ar ly p o e m s a r e c olle ct e d i n A n m e f o r

Vo i c e s : S el e c te d P o e m s 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 9 0 (1 9 9 0) an d B r e a thin g S p a c e s: E a rly P o e m s( 1 9 92) .
2

H i s b e st k n o wn b o o k s a r e C , o m w ell( 1 9 83) , m e B o o k of J u 血 ( 1 99 2) an d P o e b y M y

A r s e (1 99 5) ･ Al 1 o f th e m a r e l o n g s e q u e n c ed p o e m s , w hi ch c o n si st .f m . r e th a n th , e e

h u n d r e d s sh o rt p o e m s , an d K e n n elly pr e s e n ts an a n ti - h e r oi c p r o t ag o nist in e a ch b o ok :

C r o m w ell
,
J u d a s a nd A c e d e H o rn e r ･ C r o m w ell an d J u d a s a r e th e c ru ci al a n d u np o p ul a r

丘g u r e s i n Iri sh c ult u r e ･ I n ot h e r w o rd s
,
it c o uld b e s aid t h t i n b oth b o o k s

,
K e n n elly

e x pl o r e s th e i n h e rit ed h at r e d s & o m hist o ri c al a n d r eligi o u s p e r sp e c ti v e s a n d ch all e n g e s th e

I ri sh c ult u r al le g a cy ･ C r o m w ell a n d J u d a s h a v e b e e n o v e r si m plifl e d a s
"

e vil
”

i n Ir el a n d
,
b ut

K e n n elly s u c c e e d s i n r e v e alin g th eir lm m a n f a c e s b y g l V l n g th e m v oi c e s ･ K e n n elly
,

s

C r o m w ell is n o l o n g e r th e
' '

b ru t al b a st ar d
乃

,
b ut h e is p r e s e n t ed a s a c a n ng fat h e r , a l o vi n g
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h u sb a n d
,
an a m biti o u s m a n a n d a faith fu l m a n w it h a g r e at m i s si o n .

Al s o
,
K e n n elly

'

s J u d a s i s n o t c h a r a c t e ri z e d a s a t r aditi o n al si m plifi e d i m ag e o f a

b et r ay e 工 J u d a s i n m e B o o k of J u 血 i s di ff e r e n t & o m th e bib li c al i m ag e o f a t rai t o r , b ut h e

h a s hi s o w n v oi c e a s a h u m a n b ei n g w ith a fait h fu l h e a r t ･ A g o o d e x a m pl e c a n b e s e e n i n

J u d a s
'

c o n fe s si o n
.

･

A nd l t o o a c c e pt ed s o m et hi n g

O f w hic h l fi n d it diffi c ult t o sp e ak .

F o r a m o m e n t
,
I a c c ept ed G o d

,

s bl e s s i n g

O n m y o wn c alli n g a s a tr ai t o r .

I kn e w t h e m e a n l n g O f h ap p l n e S S t h e n

B u t it slip p e d a w ay lik e a n e v e トa g ain -b e a rd s o n g
B e a u ti fu l t o r e m e m b e r

,
b ey o n d all rig ht an d w T O n g ･

3

W h at is n o t ab le h e r e is th at K e n n elly d o e s n o t d e s c rib e J u d a s obj e ctiv ely , b u t i n st e ad , h e t ri e s

t o m ak e J u d a s sp e ak f o r hi m s elf ･ K e n n elly u s e s T in o r d e r t o p r e s e n t J u d a s
,

v oi c e . As a

r e s ult
,
K e n n elly

'

s J u d a s is n o t w h at oth e r p e o pl e t hi n k o f J u d a s b ut w h at J u d a s t hi nk s of

hi m s elf ･ I n K e n n ell y
'

s b o o k , J u d a s i s n o t a b o rn -t o -b e a tr ai t o r fig u r e , b u t h e is a m a n w h o

a c c e pt ed t o pl ay bi島 r ole j u st lik e all oth e r p e o ple w h o a r e bl e s s e d t o b e w h at t h e y a r e . Ir

C h ri st a c c ep t ed his r ol e a s a s a v i o r a s G o d
,

s b le s s i n g , S O did J u d a s . T h e di ff e r e n c e w a s th at

J u d a s
'

r ol e w a s n o t a s a vi o r b u t a tr ai t o r
,
an d t h u s

,
hi s h ap p i n e s s W a s O nly fo r a m o m e n t .

W h e n h e a c c ept ed his r ol e a s a tr ai t o r , h e f elt G o d
,

s bl e s si n g a n d felt h a p p l n e S S , b u t his

h ap p i n e s s
' '

slip pe d a w ay lik e a n e v e r -

a g ai n
- h e a rd s o n g

”

a s w e all kn o w h o w his r ep ut ati o n

h a s b e e n all th e s e t h o u s an d s of y e ar s ･
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K e n n elly is a p o et w h o ch all e n g e s t o p r e s e n t th e m o st h at ed fig u r e s lik e C r o m w ell a n d

J u d a s a s a m a n ･ H e k e ep s r e v e alin g u n pl e a s a n t r e aliti e s of Iri sh s o ci et y ( an d it is n o t able t h at

r e alitie s a r e o 鮎 n u n pl e a s a n t) , th e d a r kn e s s of it s p a st a n d hist o ry b y gi vi ng v oi c e s t o sil e n c e d

an d m a rg l n ali z ed p e o pl e an d t hi n g s ･ T h u s
,
hi s J u d a s c a n sp e ak fo r hi m s elf, a nd h e g l V e S u S

diffe r e n t an d n e w a sp e ct s of J u d a s ･ K e n n elly u s e s
=

Ⅰ
”

t o b e c o m e o th e r s
, an d o n c e th ey a r e

gi v e n v oi c e s , th ey fo r m th e m s el v e s i n his p o etry s o & e ely ･ O n c e h e e xpl ain ed th at h e d o e s

n o t t ry t o m a s t e r ot h e r s , b ut b y s u r r e n d e ri n g , h e c an e n t e r i nt o o th e r p e o ple a nd t hi ng s .

4
F o r

K e n n elly , p o et ry lS
' '

e n t e r l n g I n t o t h e liv e s o f thi n g s a n d p e o ple , d r e a m s an d e v e n t s , a n d

i m ag e s a n d m i nd tid e s
n

1

5
T h e ref o r e

,
it is n o t s u rp n s l n g t h at h e g i v e s v oi c e s t o a b r e a d , k ey ,

w all
,
h o m el e s s

,
s ai nt an d w h at w e n e v e r thi n k o f b e c o m l n g a P O e m ･ I n this e s s a y , I w o ul d

lik e t o e x a m i n e h o w K e n n elly e x pl o r e s a n d p r e s e n t s th e w o rld o f th e u n e xp e c t e d i n his p o e m s

b y g l V l n g V Oi c e s t o v a ri o u s ph e n o m e n a .

ⅠⅠ･ 五山 e n n g I n t o th e Li v e s o f T bin g s

T h- e e ff e cti v e u s a g e o f T is o n e o f th e m o st n ot able p o etic t e c lm iq u e s a n d

ch ar a c t e ri sti c s i n K e n p elly
'

s p o e try ･ It h a s b e e n c o n ti n u o u sly u s ed & o m hi s e a rly p o e m s t o

th e m o st r e c e n t p o e m s ･
u

B r e ad
n

i s o n e of th e e a rli e r e x a m ple s t h at w e c an ob s e rv e t hi s

p o eti c t e c lm iq u e ･

6
T his p o e m i s v nitt e n & o m th e p e r sp e c ti v e o f th e br e ad ･ T h r o u g h t h e

v oi c e of t b e b r e a d
,
a r e ad e r l e a r n s b o w t h e b r e ad is g o l n g t O b e b ak e d .

… I a m n o thi n g till
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S h e r u n s h e r fi n g e r s t h r o u gh m e

An d sh ap e s m e wi t h h e r skill .

T h e f o r m I s h all b e a r

G r o w s r o u n d a n d v hit e .

I t s e e m s I c o m f o rt h e r

E v e n a s sh e slit s m y fa c e

A n d st ab s m y c h e s t .

ti e r f e eli n g fo r p e rfTe ctio n i s

A b s ol ut e .

S o I a m gl ad t o g o th r o u gh flr e

A n d c o m e o 1 止

S h ap e d lik e h e r d r e a m . (ll .1 3 -2 5)

‥

S h e
”

kn e a d s t h e d o u gh an d b ak e s b r e a d ･ T h e s e c o n - o n a cti o n s h e r e ar e u s e d t o i m ply t h e

r elati o n ship b et w e e n t h e c r e at o r a n d th e
･
c r e ati o n ･

"

S h e
”

i s p r e s e n t e d a s a c r e a t o r a n d
"

I
”

b e c o m e s h e r c r e a t u r e ･

H

I
n

a c c ept s it s f at e t o b e c o m e b r e a d a n d t o b e e a t e n
,
a s if K e n n elly

,

s

J u d a s a c c e pt s his r ol e a s a tr ait o r k o m G o d ･

=

r
'

fe el s h ap p l n e S S
"

t O g O th r o u gh fl r e
”

e v e n if

it i s s o h ot th at T h ad t o b e b u rn t all o v e r
,
b e c a u s e

"

r
,

k n o w s th at T c an m a k e h e r h ap p y fo r

w h at T b e c o m e s t h r o u g h thi s h ar d s hip ･ h t e r e stl n gl y ,
"

I
”

i s a w a r e th at
"

I
”

w ill b e e at e n b y

"

sh e
w

,
b u t

"

I
”

a c c ep t s it s fat e :

I n m y v a y

I am all t h at c an h ap p e n t o m e n .

I c am e t o li fe at h e r 五n g e r - e n d s .

I wi ll g o b a c k i nt o h e r ag ai n . (1l .2 6 -2 9)

T h e p ar all el b et w e e n
"

r
'

(b r e ad) a nd h u m a n b ei ng s b e c o m e s cl e ar e r at th e e n d . T his b r e a d

-
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c a m e 丘
･

o m h e r a n d it is g o l n g b a ck t o w h e r e it c a m e & o m , a n d t h e p o et i n di c at e s t h at this is

n o t o nl y th e st o r y o f
u

b r e ad
”

b ut this is
''

all t h at c a n h a pp e n t o m e n .

”

N o t o nl y i nt o th e b r e a d , b u t K e n n elly e r lt e r S i nt o diff e r e n t ki n d s of thi n g s i n o rd e r t o

e x pl o r e v ar i o u s
"

s el v e s
”

i n his p o et ry ･ h e a ch p o e m , h e e n t e r s i nt o
"

ot h e r n e s s
”

b y u s i n g th e

v oi c e of T ･ P e r s o nifi c atio n i s o n e of K e n n elly
,

s f a v o rit e p o etic t e c h niq u e s , an d b y u si n g lt ,

h e p r e s e nt s h o w t h e w o rld c a n b e diff e r e n t if it is s e e n & o m diffe r e n t p e rsp e c ti v e s . F o r

i n st a n c e
,
K e n n elly m a k e s a

u

w al 1
”

t ell th e hist o r y & o m it s p e r s p e cti v e i n th e p o e m ,
"

W all
”

.

7

T h e w all st an d s by th e R i v e r S h a n n o n a n d t ells w h at it h a s s e e n o v e r th e y e a r s :

I s a w th e C i v il W a r
,
I w a s th e r e

t h e d ay E d die C a r m o d y w a s sh ot .

A q u l et m a n , E d die ･ H e w hisp e r ed a p r a y e ェ

O th e r sh o u t e d c u r s e s . T h ey s w o r e

th ey w e r e d oin g a fa v o u r t o t h o s e

th e y ch o s e t o m u rd e r .

O n e s aid it w a s th e C ivil W a r

m a d e th e lrisb g r o w u p , m ad e

m e n of tb e m . I st o o d t h e r e
, u n dis m ay ed .

Kille r s w illj u stify w h at e v e r th ey d o .

A m a n m u st fa c e hi m s elf
,
k n o w th e w o rld .

Ki llin g o n e n ei gh b o r c a n b e h a r d . It
'

s e a si e r t o kill t w o . (ll . 7 - 18)

H e r e a r e th e w all
'

s w a r m affTe ctio n t o w ar d s E ddi e a n d th e w all
フ

s q u l et an g e r t o w a rd s th e w a r .

O n e c a n n o ti c e th at t h e w all
'

s r ag e is sh o wn i n a v e ry q u i e t W a y , b ut b e c a u s e it i s e x p r e s s ed

q uietly , t h e p o e m e v o k e s st r o n g e r effTe cts o n t h e c o n n icts an d h elpl e s s n e s s th at th e w all f e el s
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in 也is p o e m _

T h e w all is n o t abl e t q d o a n yt hi n g ag ai n s t th e w a r _ H e i sj u st a b y st an d e r . It n e v e r

t ak e s a p a rt i n t h e hist o ry , b u t w h at it c an d o i s J u st t o w at ch w h at e v e r h ap p e n s b e sid e t h e w al l .

W h at e v e r t r agi c h app e n s , it k e e p s s t an di ng still ･ It i s , i n d e ed , n o t t o o e a sy t o a c c e pt It s r ol e .

I s a w A n g el a R ai n e d r o w n h e r s e 旺

I m ig 出 血a v e s a v ed h e r . If s b e
'

d t u n ed h e r b e a d

sh e m i gh t h a v e cli m b ed o v e r m e i n st e a d

o f st ep p l n g n a k e d int o t h e S h a n n o n .

S h e w e nt d o wn i n n o ti m e a t al1
.

T h e S h a n n o n s w allo w e d h e r
, g r a t e fu l . (ll .

2 5 - 3 0)

T h o u gh th e w all w a s w a t chi n g t h e gi rl d r o wn h e rs elf i n th e S h a n n o n , all it c o uld d o w a s t o

w at ch h e r d r o wn ed ･ T h e w all is p o w e rli ss , b u t it fi n d s it s s tr e n gth i n th e f a ct it c a n n o t a ct o r

m o v e
･ Al 1 it c o uld d o w a s J u st t O St an d all t h e s e ti m e s , b ut it c an n o t e th e hist o ry ･ It s

hist o ry is
"

t h e hist o ry / o f w h at
'

s n e v e r b e e n t old
”

(ll .4 7 - 4 8) . P e o ple n e v e r kn o w h o w E d die

o r An g el a h a s die d , b u t th e w al1 kn o w s ･ T h e w all c a n t ell th e st o ry n o o n e el s e kn o w s .

T h e w all a c c ep t s it s r oll a s a b y st a nd e r , an d c o n cl u d e s :

W h at h ap p e n s , h a pp e n s . . . .

W h at
'

s kn o w n i s a ti n y P a rt O f w h at is _

N igh t an d d ay , y e a r aft e r y e a r , sl e e ple s s , I s t an d

an d li st e n t o th e ri v e r
'

s h e a r t
.

N o t a w o rd h a s e v e r p a s s e d b et w e e n u s .

N o n e e d f♭r t m 血 o r li e s .

W e ar e w h at w e a r e
,
d o w h at w e d o . (ll . 4 7 - 5 4)

-

1 2 2
-



T h e w all a c c ept s e v e r ythi n g a s it is ･

"

W h at h ap p e n s , h ap p e n s
”

,
h o w e v e r h a r d th e w all

w i s h e s t o c h an g e o r h elp ･ As t h e w all a c c ept s it s r ol e , th e ri v e r , w hi ch
"

r ej e ct s n O t hi n g
”

a n d

h a s
"

p u r e ap p etit e
”

,
al s o a c c ept s it s r ol e (1 ･3 1 & 1 .3 3) . T h ey n e v e r c o m pl ain , b ut d o w h at

t h ey d o t It m ay s e e m e a sy , b u t it is n o t ･ T his p o e m i n di c at e s th e diffi c ultie s t o a c c ept

"

w h at w e a r e
”

,
e v e n f o r th e w all o r f o r th e ri v e r .

T h e r e a r e thi n g s th at sile n tly pr ot e ct u s an d d e v o t e t h eir life fo r u s , e v e n th o u gh w e

n e v e r n oti c e w h at th ey d o fo r u s ･

' '

K e y
”

i s a p o e m , w hi c h fo c u s e s o n th e life o f a k e y ･

E v e ry d ay , w h e r e v e r y o u g o , w h at e v e r y o u d o , t h e k ey is
"

i n y o u r p o ck et al1 this ti m e
”

(1 .2 2) .

T h e
"

y o u
n

u s e d i n thi s p o e m ob vi o u sly c o uld b e an y o n e ･ It m ay b e ad d r e s s ed t o y o u , a

r e ad e r
,
o r it c a n m e a n a n y o n e i n g e n e r al ･ B e c a u s e t h e k e y st ay s i n y o u r p o ck et w h e n

u

y o u
n

g o o u t , th e k e y a c t u ally t r a v el s w ith
u

y o u
n

a n d kn o w s w h at
u

y o u
u

d o a nd s ay o u t sid e . It

sil e ntly w at ch e s
H

y o u
フフ

b u y a l o b st e r i n th e m o rn l n g ･ M o r e o v e r
,
1t e v e n k n o w s th at

㍑

y o u
n

w o n d e r e d
"

w h at
'

s it lik e t o die i n b oili n g w at e r
”

o n t h e w ay h o m e w ith t h e l o b st e r
"

i n th e

b l a ck - a n d w hit e b ag
”

(1 . 6 皮 5) . T h e k ey c o m e s h o m e w it h y o u a n d w ith t h e l ob st e r :

y o u t u rn ri g ht , d o w n f o r h o m e ,

st o p at th e b r o w n d o o ろ

モu m m e i n th e l o c k
っ pla c e th e b ag

o n t h e kit ch e n fl o o r .

Ti m e f o r fi r e .

Ti m e f o r b oilin g w at e r . (ll . 2 5 -3 0)

Is th e k ey fTe eli n g s o r ry fo r th e lob st e r th at is g o l n g t O di e i n th e b oili n g w at e r an d wi ll b e

-
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e at e n b y it s m a s t e r? O r d o e s t h e k ey fe el t h at it s m a st e r i s a b a rb a ri c b ei n g w h o e a ts a n o th e r

life? T h e k e y l n t his p o e m
･

i s n o t s o p ath etic ･ T h e k ey lS a w a r e O f t h e fa ct t h at p e o ple m u st

kill an d e at
,
e v e n th o u gh th e k e y it s elf d o e s n o t n e e d t o kill o r t o e a土 an yt hi n g .

W h o e at s m u st kill
,
o r ag r e e wi th killi n g ･

F o r th e m o s t p a rt , a n y w ay ･ I kn o w

th e s a v ag e 血 k n e s s i n t h e s w e et lig ht o f skill . (ll .3 ト3 3)

T h e k e y u n d e r st an d s its m a st e r ･ It u n d e r st a n d s w h a土it i s lik e t o b e an o th e r b ei n g . H o w e v e r,

it s m a s t e r d o e s n o t s e e m t o u n d e r s t 皿 d th e k e y at all .

W h e n e v e r I e n t e r th e l o ck
,
o p e n t h e d o o r ,

y o u t ak e m e f o r g r a n t ed ･ Wh y n ot?

T h at
'

s w h at r m f o r . (ll .3 4 -3 6)

Lik e
u

y o u
n

i n thi s p o e m , p e opl e t a k e a k ey
'

s r ol e fo r g r a n t e d ･ W e thin k it is al w ay s t h e r e t o

o p e n th e d o o r fo r U S I W e n e v e r th a n k it
,
o r w e n e v e r d r e a m w h at a k ey fe el s ab o u t h o w w e

t r e at it
･ K e n n elly f o c u s e s o n t h e o rdi n a r y s c e n e o f th e e v e ry d a y li fe , b ut h e sh o w s it 丘

･

o m a

diff e r e n t p e r sp e c ti v e b y e nt e r i n g l n t O t h e li v e of th e k e y l n t hi s p o e m ･

I n o u r d ai ly li fe , th e r e a r e m a n y t hi n g s th at a r e t ak e n f o r g r an t ed a n d n e ar ly fo rg ott e n

h o w u s e fu l th ey ar e lik e th e k ey l n th e e ar li e r p o e m ･ M o r e o v e r
,
th e r e a r e thi n g s th at ar e

n e gl e ct ed , u n w el c o m ed o r ab h o r r e d ･ K e n n elly o R e n f o c u s e s o n t h e s e ab a n d o n e d thi ng s i n

hi s p o e m s i n th e s a m e w ay th at h e fわc u s e s o n th e h at e d 丘g u r e s lik e C r o m w ell a n d J u d a s a n d

gi v e s a n e w li fe t o th e m i n his p o et ry .

H e r e is th e l o n e s o m e v oi c e of
㍑

L o n eli n e s s
乃

･

8
w e m ay thin k th at l o n eli n e s s i s w h at w e
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fe el
,
a n d

=

l o n elin e s s
'つ

it s elf c a n n o t h a v e a n y fe eli n g s ･ H o w e v e r , w e c an h e a r w h at

"

1 o n eli n e s s
”

thi n k s a n d fe el s i n thi s p o e m th r o u gh th e v oi c e o f
' '

I
”

･ It st a rt s a s if t h e p o e m i s

a ri ddle .

I

I h a v e m y & ie n d s th o u gh t h ey

m a y s e e m e a s th eir e n e m y .

r o a J m n g fo r e v e r

& o m h e a rt t o h e a r t .

S o m e e vict m e b ut oth e r s

l et m e st ay; s e t u p h o u s e ,

li v e at t h e c o r e of th eir b ein g .

T h e d e e p e r I am

t b e h a r d e r it is t o s e e m e . (ll .1 - 2
,
4 - 8 皮 1 ト1 2)

Fir st
,
a r e ad e r n e e d s t o id e ntify w h at T is , w h e n sh e o r h e r e a d s K e n n elly

'

s p o e m s t h at d e al

w ith th e p e r s o mi fi c ati o n o f p h e n o m e n a ･ Si n c e
"

I [1 o n elin e s s] li v e u n d e r / e v e rythi n g
”

,
it c an

n e v e r b e t o o l o n ely ･ H o w e v e r , it k n o w s it s &ie n d s
' '

s e e m e a s th eir e n e m y
n

a n d it is al w ay s

u n w el c o m ed b y it s & ie n d s(ll .23 - 2 4 & 1 . 2) .

H o w e v e r u n w el c o m e d a nd di sfTa v o r e d
,
l o n eli n e s s al w ay s st ay s l n all o f u s .

I n e v e r v a ni s h c o m pl et ely ,

I w ai t i n th e sh ad o w s
,
t a ki n g lt e a sy

k n o w i n g m y t u rn W ill c o m e ag a i n .

W h e n r m n o t h o v e r l n g , I li v e u nd e r

e v e rythi ng .

U n d e r ski n , u nd e r g r a s s , un d e r l o v e ,

u nd e r b r e athin g , u nd e r all t h e w o r d s . (ll . 2 0 - 2 6)

-
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W e m ay fo rg et ab o u t
u

l o n eli n e s s
n

,
b u t it is al w ay s w ith u s a n d w aits f o r th e ch a n c e a n d t h e

t i m e l n O u r u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

K e n n elly e x a m i n e s th e i n n e r - s el v e s of t w o o t h e r u n w el c o m ed t hi n g s a n d th eir

r el ati o n s hip s w ith a w o m a n i n
u

S c a r
”

an d
u

F r e c kle
”

･

9
T h e s e t w o p o e m s d e al w ith w o m e n

f

s

ap p e ar an c e a n d hi g hli gh t a w o m a d s attit ud e t o w a r d h e r b o d y a n d 免.c e
. B o t h p o e m s ar e n o t

t old & o m a w o m a n
'

s p e r s p e c ti v e b u t & o m th e s c a r
'

s a n d & e ckl e
'

s . B o th s c a r a n d & e ckle a r e

v e ry m u ch h at e d b y w o m e n , a n d b oth p o e m s b e c o m e m o r e efFe cti v e an d p ai n fu l si n c e t h ey

a r e pl a c e d o n a w o m a n
-

～fa c e a n d n o t o n a m a n
-

s f a c e ･ As an ali z e d b el o w
,
K e n n elly u s e s a

w o m a n
'

s a ttit u d e t o w ar d h e r f a c e eif e ctiv ely ' b e c a u s e ap p e a r an c e i s g e n e r ally m u c h m o r e

i m p o rt a n t f o r w o m e n n o t o nl y p hy si c ally b ut al s o p s y c h ol o gi c ally . F u rth e r m o r e
,

'

S c a r
.

i m plie s vi ole n c e , w hi c h h a s b e e n K e n n elly
f

s life l o n g th e m e ･ V i ol e n c e i n his p o etry l S O ft e n

a d o m e sti c t y p e , an d t h e v i cti m s a r e u s u ally fe m al e s ･

I n t his p o e m っ
u

S c ar
n

,
t h e s c a r o n a w o m a n

■

s f a c e i s h u g e
.

& o m th e sid e / o f h e r l eft ey e /

t o t h e c o m e r / of h e r m o u t h
'

(11 ･2 - 5) ･ S o , th e s c a r h a s b e c o m e
' '

a p u bli c p a rt o f h e r life
”

o v e r

t h e y e ar s (l ･ 7) ･ It is n o w o n d e r p e o pl e l o o k at th e s c ar a t th e flr St Si gh t , si n c e it is s o

disti n cti v e .

T h e y lo o k st r ai gh t at m e

tryi n g t o l o o k a s if tb e y
t

r e n o t . (ll .8 - 9)

T h e s c ar kn o w s w h at p e o pl e thi n k w h e n t h ey s e e it ･

-
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T h e y v o n d e r w b a‡c a u s ed m e t o b e :

fl St

pl at e

gl a s s

b ottl e

kn ifTe? (ll .1 0 - 1 6)

T h e s c a r m u st b e u n w a n t ed b y this w o m a n ･ H o w e v e r
,
it st ay s t h e r e a s it is . I t liv e s w it h

t his w o m a n o n h e r f a c e ･ T h e s c a r m ay b e c a u s i n g h e r u n h ap p i n e s s O r u n e a si n e s s , b u t th e

p o et q u e sti o n s w h eth e r th e s c a r it s elf is c a tl S l n g all t h e p al m t h e w o m a n h a s t o e n d u r e . I s n o t

it t h e c u ri o u s p u bli c e y e s t h at m ak e t h e w o m a n u n c o m fo r t able?

H o w e v e r c u ri o u sly t h e s c a r i s l o o k ed at , it d o e s n o t an s w e r w h at c a u s e d it t o b e o n th e

w o m a n
'

s fa c e .

I m ak e n o r eply

t o w o n d e ri n g e y e s .

W h e n sh e l a u g h s

I am h e r m id nigh t c ri e s . (1l . 1 7 - 2 0)

"

I
”

st ay s sil e nt , an d st ay s sile ntly wi t h h e r ･ It c a n n o t h elp h e r , b u t it sh ar e s h e r f e eli n g s , h e r

c ri e s a n d p a l n S ･ P e o pl e , w h o l o o k at t h e s c a r , n e v e r t ry t o list e n t o th e sile n c ed v oi c e of th e

s c a r
,
a n d n e v e r r e ali z e t h e sil e n c ed c ry of t h e w o m a n

'

s h e a rt . I t d e m o n str at e s h o w c ru el a n d

c a r el e s s p e o pl e c a n b e w it h o u t list e n i n g t O t h e sile n c e d a n d u nl 1 e a r d v oi c e s a nd c ri e s . W e

m ay t hi nk th at th e s c a r i s c a u si ng h e r u n h ap p i n e s s , b ut i n this p o e m , w e l e ar n th at th e o nl y th e

s c a r k n o w s h e r p a l m . W e l e a r n t h r o u g h a c o n f e s si o n al v oi c e of T th at th e s c a r i s al w ay s

w it h h e r
,
b e sid e h e r an d b ei n g o n h e r sid e .

-
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"

F r e ckle
”

e xpl o r e s a si m il a r s ubj e ct m a tt e r, b u t th e & e ckl e
･

s v oi c e i s m . r e a ff e cti . m at e

a n d e m oti o n al t h a n th at o f t h e s c ar f

"

r
'

(th e & e ckl e) st ay s u n d e r a w o m a n
,

s e y e ･ It i s f ai rly

un d e rs t an d ab l e t h at th e 丘･

e ckl e i s n o t w an t e d b y this w o m a n フ m O St W O m e n dislik e h e ckle s o n

h e r f a c e ･ H o w e v e r
,
th e 丑

･

e ckl e t ells u s a diff e r e n t st o r y :

H e r s ki n is m y p rivil e g e ･

I r efl e ct h e r i n th e w h ol e o f h e r h e alt h .

I m e a s u r e h e r w h e n s b e
つ

s si ck .

I t h ri v e at th e e d g e of h e r d a ri n g ･

I sh a r e th e n a m e s i n h e r d r e a m s .

I d p pl e a n d skip i n 比er si n gin g . (1 . 5 皮 8 - 1 2)

T h e & e ckl e is d oi n g it s b e st f o r it s m i st r e s s ･ =t w an t s t o st ay w it h h e r , t o li v e w ith h e r an d t o

d o g o o d fo r h e r ･ T h e & e ckle
'

s v oi c e i s s o affe cti o n a t e
,
w h e n it t ells u s th at it wi s h e s t o sp e n d

it s lif e o n h e r fa c e
,
al w ay s b ei ng w it h h e r ･ T h e & e ckl e d e v o t e s an d c o m m it s it s life e n ti r ely

t o b e r .

rll w it n e s s h e r ag i n g ,

b e w it h h e r w h e n sh e
T

s n o t

h e r e a n y m o r e .

T b at
'

s 血o w l s e e it a n y w ay .

M a yb e I
'

m w r o n g .

M ay b e I
-

1l w ith e r lik e a b it of ski n
,

D ri 氏 oif int o a 丘e ckle h e a v e n

P u 唱 ed of m y o rigi n al si n ,

t r an s丘g u r ed i nt o t h at st at e o f g r a c e

l sp e n d e a ch 血o m e nt of m y tl n y lifTe

-
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l o vi n g in h e r f a c e . (ll .1 4 - 2 4)

T h e p o e m sh o w s h o w th e w o rld c o uld b e diff e r e n t , w h e n l o o k e d & o m & e c kl e
,

s

p e r sp e c ti v e ･ W o m e n m ay n e v e r i m ag i n e h o w th eir & e c kle s , t h t th ey a r e try l n g t O
"

kill
”

,

w i sh t o li v e wi th th e m
･ T h e & e ckl e m ay n o t b e able t o sp e n d th e r e st o f its life o n h e r f a c e ,

b ut tb e 鮎 c kl e h o p e s th at it w ill st ay w it h h e r a s l o n g a s s h e li v e s a n d e v e n t o g o t o b e a ∇ e n

w it h h e r aft e r sh e di e s ･ O r
,
it w o n d e r s ifit is n o t p o s sibl e t o g o t o h e a v e n w ith h e r , b u t it h a s

t o g o t o it s o wn h e a v e n , & e c kl eh e a v e n , s ep a r a t e d & o m th e w o m a n ･ T h e w o rd
,
& e ckleh e a v e n

,

i n di c at e s h o w K e n n elly t hi nk s of th e t hi ng s , w hi c h a r e u s u ally th o u gh t t o h a v e n o fe eli n g s , n o

thi n ki n g a n d n o s o ul ･ F r e ckle s m u st h a v e t h ei r o wn 1ife , an d t h u s , th ey m ay g o t o h e a v e n

w it h u s o r th ey m ay h a v e th eir o wn h e a v e n ･ K e m elly t ri e s t o e x pl o r e th e life a n d th e w o rld

of th e h t ed thi n g s b y e nt e rl n g l=It O t h ei r liv e s ･ T hi s p o e m s h o w s th at t h e h at e d thi n g s d o

h a v e affTe c ti o n s , l o v e a n d w i s h e s ･ T h ey ar e n o t
u

t hin g s
”

b ut th ey a r e J u st lik e u s ･ K e n n elly

s u c c e e d s i n g l V l n g n o t O nly a v oi c e b u t al s o a lifTe t o th e 丘
･

e ckle i n this littl e p o e m ･

S o m e t hi n g s l o v e u s a n d s o m e ch all e ng e u s ･ I n t h e p o e m ,
' '

R u m o u r
n

,
t h e ru m o u r

c h alle n g e s a n d t e m p ts u s ･

10
I n tb e s a m e w ay th at th e

∝

b r e a d
門

w a s b o m i n th e p o e m ,
=

B r e a d
”

,

t h e ru m o u r i s b o rn o u t of h u m a n b ei n g s . T i n t his p o e m i s :

a w hisp e r s o c o n 丘d e nti al y o u
'

d s w e ar

o nly t w o ch o s e n s o ul s w o ul d

e v e r k n o w (ll _ 4 - 6)

H o w e v e r
,

"

I
”

is n e v e r k ept a s a s e c r et , a nd T
"

sp ar k & o m m o u th t o m o u th / wi t h a ki nd of

-
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el e ct ri cit y
”

(11 ･ 8 - 9) ･ T h e ru m p u r t r a v el s & o m m o u t h t o m . u th :

M o u th m e o n t o p ri s cill a J o y

w h o
'

ll m o u th m e o n t o Cl otild a Ly n c h
- H u n t

w h o
'

ll c o nfid e i n S eb a sti a n B r o wn h e a d

w b o
'

ll w hisp e r m e i n b e d

t o l m eld a Bl a ck w b o
'

ll o p e n h e r t high s

a n d e y e s wi d e i n disb eli ef

a Jld p a s s m e o n t o

p a s s m e O n t o p a s s m e O n t o
- - -

y o u
'

d t hi nk I mi g ht b e w e a ry w it h all

t h e t r a v elli n g ･ N o . p ois o n

i s al w a y s y o u 喝 , g et s y O u 喝 e r

th e m o r e it s w allo w s

b r an d s o fit s elf ･ (ll .3 3 - 4 5) L

T h e r u m o u r is a w a r e t h at it i s th e
u

p o I S O n
”

w hi c h s o un d s s w e e t t o m a n y p e o pl e
,

s e a r
,
e v e n t o

"

y o u
n

･ M o r e o v e r
,
it kn o w s th at p e o pl e d o n o t kn o w h o w t o e n d t h e ru m o u r ･ I n o t h e r w o rd s

,

it w ill n e v e r di e
,
b ut it l S P a s s ed o n & o m p e o pl e t o p e o ple n o m a tt e r h o w th ey di sb eli e v e it .

W h at is n o t abl e is th at
"

r
'

ad d r e s s e s
"

y o u
”

a nd t alk s t o a r e a d e r t h r o u gh t h e p o e m .

T h e
' '

ru m o u r
n

all u d e s
u

y o u
n

t o t ak e a p a r t i n it:

M ay I t e m pt y o u t o m a k e a c o n t ri b u ti o n

t o m y b ein g ? - (ll .1 6 - 1 7)

It is r e n e w ed e v e ry tl m e lt l S P a s s e d o n , an d it t ri e s t o s ed u c e
”

y o u
”

:

I nj e ct m e a n e w w it h y o u r sp l n t .

A f e w w o rd s wi ll d o
･
I
'

m o n m y w ay . (ll .5 2 - 53)

-
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K e n n elly att e m pt s t o p r e s e n t a n i m a gi n ati v e di al og u e b et w e e n a p h e n o m e n o n (t h e
"

ru m o u r
”

i n t his c a s e) an d a r e ad e r (
"

y o u
”

) i n this p o e m - It i s o nl y p o s sibl e w h e n K e n n elly e nt e r s i nt o

t h e lifTe o f th e
㍑

r u m o u r
”

i n t his p o e m ･ U s u ally , w e d o n ot t hi n k a ru m o u r its elf t alk s . W e

thi nk w e sp e a k t h e r u m o u r ･ If th e ru m o u r d o e s n ot h a v e a v oi c e , a di alo g u e b et w e e n a

r u m o u r a n d a h u m a n i s J u st i m p o s sible ･ W e m ay t hi n k t h at w e c o n t r ol th e r u m o u r , b u t

K e n n elly p r e s e n t s it i n th e o p p o sit e w ay . T his p o e m s u g g e st s a p o s sib ility th at th e
"

ru m o u r
”

allu r e s u s a n d c o n tr ol s u s ･ T his e ch o e s w it h w h at K e r m elly m e n ti o n s ab o u t th e p o w e r o f t h e

l a n g u ag e .

'

. . . p e ople t al k ab o u t c o n t r ollin g l a n g u ag e , w h e r e a s I thi nk th e l a n g u ag e c o nt r ol s

p e o ple ･ C e r t ai nl y [th e l a n g u a g e] c o n t r ol s m e . I t l e a d s m e . I h a v e t o p ut m y

h a n d i n it s [1a n g u ag e
'

s] h a n d , a n d g o wi t h it , al m o st lik e a w alk .

ll

A di al o g u e b et w e e n a p h e n o m e n o n a n d a h u m a n b ei ng c a n b e o 洗e n ob s e rv e d i n

K e n n elly
'

s p o e try . B y u s i n g th e p e r s o nifi c ati o n o f p h e n o m e n a , K e n n elly m ak e s th e

i m ag i n a ti v e di al og u e p o s sibl e in hi s p o e m s . I n
"

W alk
”

,
h e p r e s e n t s a dial o g u e b et w e e n an

''

i m ag e
乃

an d a fl Cti v e p o et , A c e ･

12
T h e p o e m s t a r t s r ath e r str an g ely :

``

A c e t o o k a n i m ag e f o r

a w alk
”

(l . 1) . H o w e v e r
,
a s th ey , a m a n an d a n

"

i m a g e
”

, p a s s t h e m a s si v e h o u si n g e st at e , t h e

old e st u ni v e r s it y a n d t h e h a n d s o m e str e e t i n t o w n , th e p e r s o nifl C ati o n of th e
"

i m ag e
”

g r ad u ally b e c o m e s s u c c e s s fu l . B y s e e i ng all th e s e thin g s , th e
"

i m ag e
”

b e c o m e s f a s ci n at ed

an d t h a n k s A c e f o r t akin g it fo r a w al k :

W h e n th ey g ot b o m モth e i m ag e s aid

-
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`

T b a 止 y o u fわr s b o w l n g m e t h e s e s tr a n g e pl a c e s ,

I s h all g o t o m y o wn pl a c e n o w ,

s et i n a sp ot o f a cid st a rlig 吐

an d d r e a m of w h at I h a v e s e e n . rll r et u rn 1 at e r

an d slip i n t o y o u r h e a d . It m ay b e

I
'

1l c b a 喝 e y o u i n w ay s y o u d o n
フ

t e x p e ct ･

O r m ay b e y o u
'

ll c h a n g e m e!
'

(1l .1 2 - 1 9)

H e r e
, th e r el ati o n s hip b et w e e n a n i m ag e a n d a m a n i s i nt e r e st i n gly p r e s e n t ed ･ An i m a g e i s

n o t o nly th e thi n g a m a n i m ag i n e s , a S T p r e dict s t h at it w ill r et u rn t o a p e r s o n
,

s h e ad . An

i m ag e i s n o t t h e thi ng , w hi ch is i m agi n e d , c r e at e d o r c h an g ed b y p e o ple , b u t it m ay
"

ch a ng e

p e ople
”

i n st e ad ･ K e n n elly s e e m s t o s u g g e st th at t h e r e a r e al w ay s t w o w ay s . Wh e n w e l o o k

at th e r el ati o n ship b et w e e n a n i m ag e a n d a m a n , it i s n o t al w ay s t h e c a s e t h at a m a n i s a

c r e at o r an d c a n c o rltr Ol all i m ag e s s h e o r h e h a s t If th e w o rld is s e e n & o m th e p e r sp e c ti v e of

an i m ag e , n o t o f u s , w e m a y r e aliz e s o m e thi n g n e w a n d d 瀧 r e n t ･ T h e n , w e m a y r e ali z e

w h at w e b eli e v e th e
"

t ru th
n

m ay b e n ot th e o nl y t ru th , b u t th e r e a r e m a n y
"

t ru th s
”

i n thi s

w o rld .

T h e r e i s an o th e r p o e m , 1 n W hi ch th e v oi c e o f th e p e r s o nifi e d
"

ど
,

,
m ak e s a r e ad e r r eal i z e

diff e r e n t p e r sp e ctiv e s a n d diff er e nt t ru t h s i n this w o rld ･ I n
"

0
,

c o n n ell St r e e t e n c o u n t e r
=

,

"

O ri g i n al Si n
n

l o o k s s ad a n d c o n f e s s e s it s t r o u bl e s ･

1 3
It m ay b e diffic ult t o i m ag i n e t h at th e

"

si n
叩

i s fTe eli ng s a d a n d i s h a v i n g tr o u ble s , t h o u g h w e o ft e n f e el s o r ry a n d h a v e tr o ub le s

b e c a u s e of t h e si n w e c o m m itt ed ･ H o w e v e r
,

''

0 ri gi n al Si n
”

i s n o w f a ci n g th e i d e rlt lt y C ri si s .

'

. . . I c an
'

t fi n d t h e w o rd s

f o r t h e w ay I thi nk I fe el I a m .

T hi s w o rld is a pit of sb a m e

-

1 3 2
-



w h e r e I li v e w ith a b u r n l n g S e n s e O f b ei n g a & a u d ,

fTaili n g t o liv e d o wn t o m y n a m e

w hi ch b a主 a p a r adi s al spl e n d o u r w h e n y o u t bi 止 of it .

O rigin al! O rigi n al Sin!

･ ･ ･ n o w I fe el r obb ed o f m y p n m al w it

a n d w
.

i s d o m
フ
Ⅰ
'

m aj o k e , a c o d , a 鮎 e , a m t , a b a sb e e n .

I n sh o rt , a b it of a shit .

E v e ry o n e
'

s c o m m itti n g m e n o w , wi th o ut a s e c o n d th o u gh t .

Ⅰ 血 g bt a s w ell b e d e ad , Ⅰ
'

v e l o st

all m y o n g l n ality
フ

… (11 ふ 1 9)

T h e p o e m d e m o n s tr at e s a diffi c u lt y of d efl ni ng o n e
'

s id e n tity . T ryi n g t o fl n d th e ri gh t w o rd s

t o e x p r e s s
以

th e w ay l t hi nk l fe el l a m
つ'

i s d iffi c ult n o t o nl y fo r
㍑

O rigin al Si n
”

b ut fo r an y o n e

( a n d f o r a nythin g , i n K e n n elly
'

s s e n s e) .

It is c e rt ainl y ir o ni c t h at
=

0 ri gi n al Si n
門

l o s e s it s o ri gi n alit y , b u t it is m o r e ir o ni c t h at t h e

w o rld is s e e n s o si n fu l & o m t h e p e r sp e cti v e o f t h e o ri gi n al si n . Wh at i s th e m o s t ir o ni c i s

t h at t h e w o rld
,
i n w hi ch

"

O rigi n al Si n
”

E l v e s u P t O liv e , i s fu 1l o f si n s .

"

O ri gi n al Si n
”

i s

n e a rly di s ap p e a r i n g , n o t b e c a u s e th e r e i s n o si n c o m m itt e d , b ut b e c a u s e e v e ry o n e i s

c o m m itt i n g a Si n s o & eq u e n tly th at it b e c a m e t o o c o m m o n t o b e a c kn o w l ed g e d
"

o rlg l n al
”

･

"

O rigi n al Sin
”

f e el s th at it is n e a rly
"

d e a d
”

i n this w o rl d , b e c a u s e it is fu ll o f sin s . It m ay

s o u n d p a r ad o xi c al , b u t
''

O rigi n al Si n
”

w a s i n a w ay h o n o r ed a s th e o ri gi n al sin at th e ti m e th e

w o rld r e c o g ni z e d it a s o n g l n al ･ H o w e v e r , It s gl o ry w a s w h at
u

h a s b e e n
n

o n c e ･ T h u s
,
1t

s adly r e c o g n i z e s it s elf a s a t hi n g o f a p a st ,
"

a h a s b e e n
”

. If th e
"

O ri gi n al Si n
”

b e c o m e s aj o k e

a n d a fa k e
,
th e n

,
w e m ay t hin k th at t h e w o rld m u st b e p tl rifi ed ･ T h e p o e m s u g g e st s th at t h e

-
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w o rld d o e s n o t g o t h at w a y .

T h e p e rs o mi fl C a ti o n o f a p h e n o m e n o n K e n n elly u s e s i n his p o et ry lS a P O eti c t e ch niq u e

t h at b ri n g s b ot h s e ri o u s n e s s a n d c o m i c alit y I n t o P O etry ･ F o r i n s t an c e
,

"

o
,

c o n n ell Str e et

e n c o u n t e r
”

b ri n g s u p v e ry s e ri o u s , r eligio u s an d m o r al is s u e s i n t his m o d e r n s o ci et y ･ 舶 e r

li st e n i n g t O W h at
''

0 ri gi n al Si n
”

f e els ab o u t thi s w o rld
,
a r e ad e r m ay p o n d e r . v e , h e , o , his

o wn d ai 1y lift ･ A r e ad e r m a y q u e sti o n if sh e o r h e is i n cl u d ed i n
"

e v e r y o n e
”

w h o is

"

c o m m itti ng m e [ o ri gi n al si n] w ith o u t a s e c o n d th o u ght
”

･ H o w e v e r
,
K e n n elly d o e s n o t s e e m

t o ai m t o r ep r o a c h a r e ad e r b y his p o e m ･ T his t e ch niq u e e n ab le s K e n n elly t o sh o w a

diff e r e n t w o rld th at m ay m ak e r e ad e r s r ep e n t t h eir o w n a ct s , b u t t his is n o t his i nt .e n ti o n . H i s

p o e m s a r e n e v e r P r e a Ch y ･ I n d e e d
,
h e s e e m s t o e n) o y l o o ki n g at t h e w o rld diffb r e n tly ,

e n t e ri n g I nt o th e liv e s o f oth e rn e s s
,
an d s h o w i n g th e w o rld diffe r e n tly & o m t h e p e r sp e c ti v e s

of u n e x p e c t e d ･ H e i s c e rt ai nl y e n) o y l n g b ei n g oth e r s i n hi s p o etry ･ T hi s m u st b e th e r e a s o n

w h y his p o e m s o n t h e s e ri o u s th e m e s c a n b e hil a ri o u sly fu n n y ･ I t i s fu n n y t o i m ag i n e t h e

d o u g h d e cl a r e s t o g o tb o u g b 丘r e w illin gly fわr it v a 出s t o b e c o m e d elicio u s b r e ad . It i s b ot h

fu n n y a n d s ad t o i m a g l n e th e w all r eg r etti n g th e fa ct it c o uld n ot s a v e a girl w h o w a s d r o w n e d

in th e ri v e r
,
b e c a u s e it m u st b e v e ry fu n n y if t h e w all c o uld m o v e a n d s a v e t h e gi rl & o m th e

ri v e r ･ H o w fu n if w e c o uld li st e n t o w h at a & e ckl e
,
a s c a r

,
l o n eli n e s s o r a k ey t alk s t o u s .

I n d e ed , w e m ay n e v e r f e el
u

l o n elin e s s
n

th e n ･ K e n n elly
,

s p o e m s m ak e u s thi nk of th e w o rld

a r o u n d u s an d e n c o u r ag e u s t o l o o k at th e w o rld di ff e r e n tly a nd m o r e cl o s ely , b ut at t h e s a m e

ti m e
,
hi s p o e m s n e v e r f o rg et t o b ri n g u s s m ile s a n dj o y o f thi s w o rld .

-
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ⅠⅢ. C o n cl u si o n

B y u si n g th e v oi c e o f T
'

,
K e n n elly e x pl o r e s h o w o n e (thin g) c an e xp r e s s o n e

,

a
"

t r u th
”

w it h w o rd s ･ H e cl ai m s t h at
i "

t ru t h
'

is a w o rd th at is m a d e t o t ell a l ot o f li e s
”

,

1 4
an d p o l = t S

o u t th at
"

t ru t h
' つ

an d lie s al w a y s i nt e r m l n gle ･ K e n n elly t ri e s t o r e a ch
=

t ru t h
”

b y e x plo ri ng

a r e n a o f v oi c e s of p h e n o m e n a ･ It s e e m s t o m e th at t h e
"

t ru th
”

h e fo u n d s i n his p o e t ry l S th e

fa ct th at th e r e a r e
' '

t r u th s
刀

i n this w o rld ･ O n e
'

s t ru t h m a y b e a n ot h e r
,

s li e . T h e
"

t ru th
”

h a s

m ulti di m e n si o n s
,
an d it l o o k s c o m pl et ely di ff er e Ⅱt w h e n l o ok ed 舟o m diffe r e n t di m e n si o n .

B y e x pl o ri n g th e life o f oth e r p e o ple a n d thin g s , K e n n elly k e ep s s u rp r lS l ng his r e a d e r s

an d e v e n hi m s elf ･ As in t h e p o e m ,
"

W alk
n

,
a n i m ag e s e e m s t o r et u m t o K e n n elly a n d

ch a ng e hi m i n w a y s h e d o e s n o t e x p e ct ･ As a r e s ult
,
hi s p o e m s a r e fu ll o f s u rp rl S e S . H e i s

紳 ar e th at it is th e w o rd s
,
t h e l a n g u ag e , t h e i m a g e s a n d th e ph e n o m e n a , w bi cb c o n tr ol bi n i n

his p o e try :

S o m e w h o pl ay w ith w o rd s m a y n e v e r l 皿 O W

h o w w o rd s m ay pla y w it h th e m . (
"

Pl a y
”

,
ll . 1 -2)

15

"

T ru th is w h at n o p o et p u blish e s
”

･ O n c e K e n n elly wr o t e i n his p o e m ,
"

Lik e hist oTy
”

･

16
It is

o n e
"

t r uth
n

ab o ut p o etry ･ H o w e v e r
,
w h o kn o w s th at th e r e a r e m a n y ot h e r

”

tr uth s
n

i n p o et ry ,

w hi ch m ay t ell u s t h e
u

t ru th
n

? K e n n elly
'

s a r e n a o f v oi c e s i n vit e s u s t o a ) o u rn e y I n t o

"

t n 血s
”

i n th e w o d d of p o etry .
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S el e ct B ib lio g r ap h y

B o r a n
,
P at ･

"

F r o m th e & a gil e t o th e w ild ･

”

R e v ･ o f P o e 砂 M y A r s e , b y B r e nd a n K e n n elly , a n d

A F r ag 7
'

le C 7
'

o } , b y M ich a el O
'

Sl a d h all ･ S u n 勿 ノ Tr z
'

b u n e ( T rib u n e M a g tz zi n e) , 1 0 ct .
1 9 9 5 : b o o k s 2 0 .

B r e n n a n , R o ry ･

u

B o tt o m o f th e N ig h t}
'

R e v ･ o f P o ei ry M y A r s e , b y B r e n d a n K e n n e11y ･ d i sh

ln d ep e n d e n t( W e e k e n d e r) 2 8 0 ct . 1 9 9 5: ll .

- - - - - - - -

.

"

F r o m U 2 t o U t opi a ･

つ'

R e v ･ o f m e B o o k of J u 血 ,
b y B r e n d a n K e n n elly . B o ok s

k el a n d 1 5 9 _ M ay (1 99 2): 1 0 9 .

C a hill
,
E ile e n . R e v ･ o f m e B o ok of J u 血 ,

b y B r e n d an K e n n elly ･ E ir e -I r e l m 7 d M a r . (1 9 9 4):

1 5 7 - 1 5 9 .

D a vitt
,
J o lm ･

"

B o o k s i n B ri ef: C el eb r ati n g K e n n e11y ･

”

I ri sh Lite r a ry S u pp le m e n t , f all ( 1 9 95)‥
3 2 .

D e an e
,
J o lm F

･

' '

R e m e m b e ri n g D r o gh e d a ･

”

R e v 1 0f C r o m w ell
,
b y B r e nd a n K e n n elly , M in dz

･

n g

R u ih
,
b y A id a n C a rl M at h e w s , A R o u n d H o u s e , b y M atth e w S w e e n e y , B e d s of D o w n ,

b y B ri a n L y n ch , an d B r e a y a st in a B righ t R o o m , b y R ob e rt e _ B o ok s h e l m 2
'

d : N e w s m 2 d

R e vi e w s 8 2 ･ A p r _ ( 1 9 84) : 6 6 - 6 7 .

D e n m a n
, P e t e r ･

=

B o ok R e vi e w ･

=

R e v 1 0f T hir st
,
b y D a vid W h e atle y , m e M a n M a de of R ain ,

b y B r e n d a n K e n n elly , a n d U n l e g e n h ,y H e r o e s , by M a ry O
'

D o n n ell ･ I ri sh tTni v e r siO ,

R e vi e w 2 8 _2 ( 1 9 98): 3 8 8 - 3 9 0 .

D o n o v an
,
K ati e

, an d B r e n d a n K e n n elly ' e d s D u blin e s ･ N e w c a stl e u p o n Ty n e : Bl o o d a x e , 1 9 95 .

, A ･ N o rm a n J e ff a l e S
,
a n d B r e n d a n K e n n elly , ed s ･ I r el a n d

'

s W o m e n : W ritin g s P a st

a n d P Tle S e n i
･
L o n d o n : K yl e C at hi e Li m it ed , 1 9 94 .

"

Fi r st F l u s h ･

”

R e v ･ of B r e a th i n g Sp a c e s , b y B r e n d a n K e n n elly . B o o k s I r e l m 2d D e c . (1 9 9 2) :

2 63 .

"

F ir st Fl u sh ･

n

R e v ･ o f C oll e c te d P o e m s
,
b y J o h n M o nt ag u e , a n d P o et ry M y A r s e , b y B r e n d a n

K e n n elly ･ B o ok s I r el m 7 d N o v . ( 1 9 9 6) : 3 0 4 .

"

F ir st Fl u sh ･

乃

R e v ･ o f D a rk F a th e r s i n t o L ig ht , b y B r e nd a n K e n n elly . e d
. R i c h ar d P in e

,
a n d

J o u r n ey i 72t O J oy , b y B r e n d a n K e n n elly ･ e d ･ Åk e P e r s s o n . B o o k s I r el a n d S ep . ( 1 9 94) :

2 1 8 - 2 1 9 ,

"

Fi r s t Flu sh
･

”

R e v ･ of m e B o o k of J u 血 ,
b y B r e n d a n K e n n elly . B o o k s I r el a n d N o v .

,( 1 9 91) .
I

2 2 8 .

くく

Fir st Flu sh ･

”

R e v ･ of m e B o o k of J u 血 ,
b y B r e n d a n K e n n elly . B o ok s l r el m l d M ay (1 9 9 2) :

1 0 9 .

"

Fir st Fl u s h ･

”

R e v ･ o f m e T w elj ih of N e v e r , b y C ia r a n C ar s o n , an d m e S in g 7
'

n g T r e e , b y

B r e nd a n K e n n elly ･ B o o k s Z 71el - d
,
F eb . ( 1 9 9 9) : 3 6 -3 7

.

H a u gh ey , C h ar l e s J ･

…

L a u n c h o f B r e nd a n K e n n elly
'

s P o e り′ M y A r s e i n th e A 皿 B a nkin g H all ,

C oll eg e S tr e et , D ubli n , 2 5 S ept e m b e r 19 9 5 .

”

P e r s s o n
,
F a b ul o u s S m ile 5 3 - 5 4 .
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H ed e r m a n
,
M a rk P at ri c k ･

”

Si n g l n g t O m e O f Wh o an d Wh y I a m
,

: B r e n d a n K e n n elly
,

s

J u d a s c ap e ･

”

Fit z m a u ri c e
,
乃 e L ist o w el L it e r a 7y P h e n o m e n o n 1 1 6

- 12 9 .

- - - - - - -
- -

･

"

T h e M o n st e r i n t h e Iri sh P sy ch e ･

”

R e v ･ o f C r o m w ell
,
b y B r e n d a n K e n n elly ･ I ri sh

L ite r a 7y S u pp le m e n t f all( 19 8 4) : 15 .

H e r T O n
,
T o m ･ R e v ･ o f P o e b y M y A r s e , by B r e n d a n K e n n elly ･ I ri sh St u d z

･

e s R e v i e w 1 4
･ S p ri n g

(1 9 9 6) : 5 3 - 5 4 .

H i r st
,
D e sir e e ･ R e v ･ o f H i m e n E x tr a s

,
b y I) e n ni s 0

,

D ri s c oll
,
C r o w ell

, b y B r e n d a n K e n n elly ,

an d m e S e c o n d Voy a g e フ b y E ile a n N i C h uill e a n ai n ･ A n glo
- W el sh R e vi e w 8 8 (1 98 8) : 9 9 -

1 05 .

J o lm st o n
,
F r ed ･

"

J o u rn e y m a n P o e t s ･

フラ

R e v ･ of 刀m e f o r Voi c e s , b y B r e n d a n K e n n elly . B o o k s

l r ela n d F eb . ( 1 9 9 1) : 9 - ll .

J o lm st o n e
,
R ob e rt ･

u

B r e n d a n S p e ak s t o Oli v e r
'

s C o u n try m e n ･

”

R e v ･ o f C r o m w ell
,
b y B r e n d an

K e n n elly ･ m i n o 5 sp ri n g ( 1 9 8 8) : 1 64 - 1 6 6 .

J o n e s
,
Ri ch a rd ･

= `

Li st e n l n g S p o n g e
乃

: h t e r vi e w w ith B r e n d a n K e n n elly ･

つ

N u a : S t u di e s i n

C o nt e m p o r a 7y I ri sh W ritin g v ol . 1 . n o .2 . (1 9 9 8) : 6 3 - 8 0 .

K e n n elly , B r e nd a n . A n m e jTo r V oi c e s : S el e ct e d P o e m s 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 9 0 ･ N e w c a stl e u p o n T y n e :

Bl o o d a x e
,
1 9 63 .

- - - - - -

･ B e g 7
'

n ･ N e w c a s tl e u p o n T y n e : Bl o o d a x e , 1 9 9 9 .

- - - - - - - - -

I B r e a thi n g Sp a c e s : E a rly P o e m s ･ N e w c a stl e u p o n T y n e : B l o o d a x e , 1 9 9 2 .

C T O m W elI ･ 2 n d i m p r e s si o n ･ D ub li n : B e a v e r R o w
,
1 9 83 ･ N e w c a s tl e u p o n Ty n e :

B l o o d a x e
,
1 9 9 2 .

- - - - - - - - -

･ G li m p s e s ･ N o r th u m b e rl a n d : B l o o d a x e
,
2 0 0 1 ,

- - - - - -

I J o u r n ey i n t o J oy : S el e c te d P r o s e ･ E d . A l e P e r s s o n
, N e w c a stl e u p o n Ty n e : Bl o o d a x e ,

1 9 9 4 .

- - - - - - - - - -

･ N e w a n d S ele cte d P o e m s : B r e n 血 K e n n elly ･ E d ･ P et e r F all o n ･ D ubli n : G al le ry ,

1 9 7 6 .

- - - - - - - -

･ P o e 打y M y A r s e ･ N e w c a stl e u p o n Ty n e : Bl o o d a x e , 1 99 5 .

- I -
- - - - I -

･ P o e try R e a di n g ･ A rt C e n tr e
,
B a n k o fl r el a n d

,
D u blin . 3 1 J am . 2 0 0 0

.

- - - - - -

･ P o e try R e a di n g . T ri nity C oll eg e , D ubli n . 2 1 F eb . 2 0 0 0 .

- 一

丁
- - - -

I m e B o o k of J u d b s ･ N e w c a stl e u p o n T y n e : B l o o d a x e , 19 9 1 ･
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