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STUDY ON THE CUE MECHANISMUS IN DISCRIMINATION LEARNING
OF MENTALLY RETARDED CHILDREN AND ADULTS

Tadao Umetani, Akiyoshi Katada and Yoshio Narukawa

Two experiments were conducted to examine developmental characteristics in
discrimination learning mechanismus of mentally retarded children and adults.

The Ss in experiment I were 50 normal (intellectually-average), 54 mildly reta-
rded children (IQ 54—77) and 11 mildly retarded adults (IQ 51—72) of 9 mental
age levels. The Ss in experiment II were 80 mentally retarded adults. 80 Ss were
classified into 24 mildly retarded adults (high MA-IQ group) and 56 moderately or
severely retarded ones (low MA-IQ group).

The materials and procedure were the very same as the discrimination optioh_al
shift task by Umetani et al (1977).

Major findings were as follows. (a) Both the mildly retarded children and adul-
ts groups were exhibited fewer the normal children group in the conceptual-veral
mediation shift. (b) However, there was no difference between the mildly retarded
children and- adults groups with same mental age levels in the discrimination cue
mechanismus. (c) The difference was found between the mildly retarded adults
group (high MA-IQ) and the moderately or severely retarded adults group (lowMA-
IQ) with respect to the discrimination cue mechanismus. Namely, the nondimensio-
nal perceptual shift was more the moderately or severely retarded adults group
than the mildly retarded adults group. And the opposite tendency was noticed about
the conceptual-verbal mediation shift.

The results of the mentally retarded children and adults were discussed develo-

pmentally and explained in terms of verbal mediation (usage) deficiency hypothesis.



