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Abstract

Citrus trees were exposed to low concentration of SO, (average conc. was 0.105 ppm) or
ambient air(control) for about 4 months in glasshouses. Leaves for isolation of fungi were
sampled from young branches. The number of fungi per cm? leaf tissue increased with leaf
age for all plants under both conditions. But the fungal population on SO, exposed plants
was always found to be lower than that on control plants at each sampling period subsequent
to 60 days of exposure. Most fungal species except Penicillium and yeasts (containing yeast-
like fungi) present on control leaves were affected by SO, with a decrease of their population,

and some of them became undetectable. Yeasts were detected more abundantly after SO,
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exposure.
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