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A Study on the Transition of Gardens with a Pond in Tokyo
-With particular reference to the changes
in the sources of their water-

Hikoe SHIRAI, Fumio NUKII & Akihiro TAKEBAYASHI
Laboratory of Garden

ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this thesis are to clarify, through a series of surveys conducted on 136
ponds and 65 gardens with a pond at different locations in Tokyo, Japan, the changes that took place
in the sources of water and also the qualitative changes occurred to the gardens with a pond since
the days when Tokyo, the nation’s capital, was called Edo (Edo Period : 1600-1867).

The characteristics of a garden built in the Edo Period are found in the effective use of ponds. In
those times, the gardens depended largely on the sea, river, underground water (spring water, well
water) or the service-water for the sources but, among all those sources, one that was used by far
the most was the spring water. Around the time when the name of Edo was changed toTokyo,the
city areas underwent a vast structural change. As a result, notable changes occurred to the water
system in and around Tokyo, such as, the reclamation of waterside lands, abolition of the service
-waterways and underground construction works causing the drying up of spring water sources. At
the same time, vast qualitative changes were seen in the gardens with a pond as well.

Particularly remarkable were the decrease in number of the gardens using service-water from
seven to nil, that of those using water drawn from the sea from six to one, and that of those using
(spring) water from 37 to 18. No change, however, was seen in the number of the gardens using
river as the source of water supply ; the four gardens of this category remained unchanged. Our
survey revealed that there were some that were of special types with respect to their source of
water. And we were unable to clarify the sources of water of the ponds in 15 gardens.
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