FEABE%H (Tech. Bull. Fac. Hort. Chiba Univ.)
42 B 39—48 (1989)

FEEIZB T 2BEEAARAMOSA B & UVELSIRE L LFEORBEEMA
¥ DXL

M8 - Pk - REE
(RHREFHEE)
Relation of winter air temperature to distribution and species diversity
of natural forests in Chiba prefecture, central Japan.
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ABSTRACT

Distribution and species diversity of natural forests in Chiba prefecture were studied in relation
to winter air temperature. Winter air temperature strongly affects the distribution of forest types :
deciduous species rich forests restricted themselves to the north slopes in the area with its January
mean temperature of lower than 4°C, while Castanopsis forests widely distributed in the area with
its January mean temperature of higher than 4°C. On the other hand, summer air temperature
showed no clear correlation to forest distribution. The species diversity in Castanopsis forests
decreased with the decrease of January mean temperature, suggesting that the winter air temperure

also affects the species diversity in forests in Chiba prefecture.
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