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Abstract

This paper reviews the attempts of ecotourism in Samoa that try to put “the purpose of environ-
mental conservation” and “the economic benefit by tourism” together. In Samoa traditional rural
communities are still dominant and about 80% of the land area is categorized as “customary land”
which has been managed as “local commons” by rural communities. However, privatization of the lo-
cal commons is presently taking place and deforestation is also in progress due to increasing popula-
tion and demand for farmland. Because of the small size of this isolated island country the develop-
ment of the manufacturing sector is restricted and the promotion of the tourist industry is consid-
ered a national policy. Under these circumstances the development of ecotourism has also been
started on a local community level as an alternative strategy against farmland expansion. In an at-
tempt in this direction, the ecotourism management, including a hotel, not only creates income for lo-
cal communities but also brings about positive multiplier effects on the improvement of local skills of
resource and environmental management. The traditional commons and rural community systems
are often considered as obstacles against resource management. However, the cases in Samoa show
that they could be amicable with both income generation and resource conservation. We can learn a
lot from their local community experiences. On the other hand the public sector in Samoa does not
have a strong influence on the environmental issues due partly to the lack of financial resources and
partly to the land tenure system of customary land. International aid for ecotourism development
must pay due attention to the workings of the local communities with special reference to their

rights, social norms and identity.
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