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Effect of the picture of a picture—book on young children’s
story comprehension and imagination.
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This study focused on the picture of picture—books. Pilot study (N=22) examined 5—year old children’s prefer-
ence of a picture, and found they prefer the “adorable/cute (kawaii) pictures”. Then, first experiment (N=21) ex-
amined whether the type of picture (the picture with adorable/cute image or not) would affect young children’s
story comprehension and image formation. The result showed the picture with adorable/cute image inhibits 5—
year—old’s imagination.

Second experiment (N=48) examined whether the type of picture and the 5-year old children’s preference
(liking that picture vs. not liking) would affect their understanding story and imagination. Results showed both
the type of picture and the young children’s preference don't affect story comprehension. On the contrary, the
young children’s imagination is inhibited by the type of picture with “adorable/cute” sweet image regardless of
their preference.

These results showed the picture of picture—book influences young children’s imagination instead of their story
comprehension.
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