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This paper is a report on the results and achievements realized in a joint project between the Faculty of Educa-
tion of Chiba University and its affiliate junior high school. In previous joint projects, which began in 1997, we suc-
ceeded in improving students’ listening ability. This study is a continuation of that research and is aimed at bridg-
ing listening training with speaking training to foster students’ basic speaking abilities. ’ Basic speaking abilities’
in this study refers to the ability to reproduce English skits with proper pronunciation, intonation, and rhythm.

Thirty students participated in this study. They first studied authentic listening material through CALL
(Computer-Assisted Language Learning) until they were thoroughly familiar with the material. With CALL they
were exposed to the material repeatedly and received extensive oral input. After they gained an auditory image
of the material, the teacher clarified the various sound connections and shifts of intonation which appeared in the
material.

The effects of instruction were measured by means of both listening tests and English skit contests held inside
and outside the school. On listening tests, the participants achieved statistically significant improvements. At a skit
contest held inside the school, their performances were evaluated highly by English teachers from other schools.
At a nationwide English skit contest held by NHK, the team from Chiba University’s Junior High School won the
first prize out of 361 teams. Based on these results, we concluded the approach we employed to bridge listening
instruction with speaking instruction was successful.
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Teaching the comprehension of spoken language
is of primary importance if the communication aim
(W.M. Rivers, 1981, 151)

is

to be achieved.
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Today the centrality of listening in language learn-

ing is well established. An appropriate aural com-

prehension program that targets learner listening
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at all levels of instruction is an essential for second
language competence.
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(Morley, 2001, 70)
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: Mom! Look at this dress! It doesn't fit!
It’s too tight. I'm gaining so much weight.
* You look fine, Janet.
: No. I don't! I want to be thin. I'm going on a

diet tomorrow.

> You don’t need to go on a diet. Just eat three
good meals a day and not so many fattening
snacks!

> But I love snacks like soda pop, candy bars,
potato chips...

: Yes, Janet, but those foods aren’t very good for
you. You gain weight when you eat a lot of
those things, because they have so much fat
and sugar in them.

: But, Mom, what about the bag of potato chips
I just bought?

: I'll worry about the potato chips for you, Janet.

I'm sure you will!
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