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SUMMARY

In order to establish reliable criteria for the
cytologic diagnosis of well differentiated hepato-
cellular carcinoma (w-HCC), we examined cytolo-
gic specimens obtained from aspiration biopsy
of 20 cases which were histologically defined as
w-HCC.

The occurrence of eight cytologic features
consisting of increased nuclear/cytoplasmic (N/
C) ratio, uniformity in nuclear size, nucleolar
change, unusual patterns of nuclear chromatin,
microacinar formation, irregular trabecular
arrangement, 1ll defined cell membrane and
atypical naked nuclei was shown to be relatively
frequent when compared with control (cirrhotic
hepatic tissue).

The incidence and diagnostic significance of
these cytologic features were then assessed.

It was revealed that the four parameters, i.e.,
increased N/C ratio, uniformity in nuclear size,
irregular trabecular arrangement and micro-
acinar formation were important for the
cytologic diagnosis of w-HCC.

Practically, the positivity in 3 out of the
above parameters was considered to be diagnos-
tic. According to the criteria, diagnostic rate
n imprint cytology of w-HCC was 61.1 % (11/18
cases).

From ‘these results, the utility of cytology
was discussed in connection with prompt diag-
nosis of w-HCC.
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