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The purpose of this study was to clarify the forming process of the idea of nursing technology
in Florence Nightingale by analyzing her own writings. One was ‘The Institution of Kaiserswerth
on the Rhine for the Practical Training of Deaconesses, under the Direction of the Rev. Pastor
Fliedner, embracing the Support and Care of a Hospital, Infant and Industrial Schools, and a
Female Penitentiary’ (1851). It was written when she observed the nursing practices at first time.
Another was ‘Superintendent’s Quarterly Reports to the Governors of Nursing Home at Harley
Street, 1853—4’. It was written when she had the first experience of nursing.

Florence Nightingale didn’t imagine a nursing paradigm by the observation of nursing at Kaiser-
swerth. However, having the idea of "God”, she retroducted the logic from the nursing practice
and made sense of what the technique for human beings was. At Harley Street, she had improved
the nursing home as the superintendent. Simultaneously, having the point of view which was her
nursing paradigm, she retroducted the logic of nursing. Therefore she had succeeded to form the
cognition for professional nursing and intentionally perform nursing led by it. That showed she
had the idea of nursing technology at this time.

These findings suggest that there was the reciprocal process between forming her cognition for
professional nursing and performing intentional nursing led by it. It shows the structure for
acquiring the ability of expert nurse based on the idea of nursing technology.
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