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ETHICAL PROBLEMS OF RESEARCH IN NURSING EDUCATION
AN ANALYSIS OF PROCEEDINGS FROM 1999 TO 2003.
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The purpose of this study was to examine the ethical problems posed by research conducted on nursing education
in Japan. Research abstracts concerning nursing education were collected from the 1999-2003 proceedings from five
major Japanese nursing academic societies. A total of 2153 abstracts were analyzed using a format that consisted of re-
search objective, method, ethical problems, and other considerations. Ethical problems were analyzed based on the fol-
lowing points:1) the consent of participants, 2) anonymity of participants, and 3) response rate.

The results of analysis clarified the points described below. 1) Possible ethical problems were raised in 45% of
said research. 2) The ratio of research clearly mentioning the consent of participants increased, but no other ethical
problems had decreased in scope. This suggests that researchers failed to consider other ethical problems. 3) When
researchers monitored the classroom or analyzed student assignments for collecting data, there was a low probability of
obtaining the consent of participants. 4) Not guaranteeing the anonymity of students was the most frequently occur-
ring ethical problem. 5) Compelling force was likely to be applied to students when teachers asked their students to
participate in the research.
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