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Liaison: In academic libraries, librarians are
often assigned one or more academic
departments for which they serve as
intermediary between the teaching faculty and
the library. Liaison responsibilities may include
bibliographic instruction, collection
development (including reference and
electronic resources) , current awareness, and
faculty training in the use of library resources.
Most liaison librarians have academic
preparation or at least some level of expertise
in the disciplines they serve.

Subject specialist: A librarian qualified by
virtue of specialized knowledge and experience
to select materials and provide bibliographic



instruction and reference services to users in a
specific subject area or academic discipline (or
subdiscipline) . In academic libraries, subject
specialists often hold a second master's degree
in their field of specialization. Also refers to a
librarian trained in subject analysis.
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Toward a Japanese Concept of Liaison Librarianship: A Challenge of the Chiba
University Library

(By Yoriko Kanayama and Yaeko Takeuchi, Chiba University, Department of Data and
Information Systems, Information Service Division)

The present article discusses the implementation and practice of liaison librarianship
based on the authors' research on North American libraries after analyzing various
definitions of its concept, presents a reinterpretation of the concept in the Japanese
context and the precursory implementation in Hosei University Library, describes a
new approach at the Chiba University Library which focuses on collaboration with the
teaching faculty at liberal arts classes and argues for the advantage of the approach.
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