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An Idea of Rock-Worship in Heroic Folktale and Heroic Epic in Oyirad

writing:B.DAMRINJAB
translation:BORJIGIN Urtunasutu

Summary:

The common perception to deify stones and rocks is widely found in the heroic folktales, epics
and myths of Oyirad. And, motifs of beliefs and customs related to rock worship too are variously
narrated.

In the Stone Age, stone was the primary tool in the process of production. Ancient people made
tools such as axes and swords out of stone and used it widely in vocational occupations, day-to-day
life and war. Because stones and rocks were connected closely to the life of people in ancient times,
they were matter-of-factly conscious of them and so deified them. Especially, as stones with shapes
different from that of normal ones were made objects of faith and awe, diverse cultures with beliefs
in stones and rocks were formed.

There are many instances found in the heroic folktales and epics of Oyirad that reflect the
common perception concerning the role stone and bronze ware played in the history and culture of
ancient society. That is an evidence of the trace left in the oral literature which has been passed
down since the Stone Age. Stone culture and worship of rocks and stones have had a big influence
on the heroic folktales and epics of the ancient age. And it is thought that examination into the
origin of heroic folktales and epics would provide valuable suggestions about how the notions
regarding stone culture of the Stone Age has deeply penetrated in there.

Beliefs regarding rocks and stones are one form of ancient beliefs among the various ethnic
communities of the world, and have had a great influence on those of Central Asia, in particular. It is
for this reason that the reflection of stone and rock-related beliefs in the oral literature of heroic
folktales and epics, etc. in considered to be a representation of the thought of people of that age.
These narratives found in heroic folktales and epics, not only reflect the vocational occupations of
the Stone Age, but are indications of the traces of beliefs found in the oral literature whose origins
go back to the ancient past of human beings and are regarding stones—ones that believed in the

spiritual power exerted by stone ware.
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