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Abstract

The research was conducted among members of Japan Association of Botanical Gardens, focusing
on classifications and operation goals of Botanical Gardens in Japan, and also the facilities used for
displaying in each Garden. The research was preceded through questionnaire and search from inter-
net. According to the result of the research, the Botanical Gardens in Japan can be sorted into five
different categories: academic study, recreational, tourism—based, economic, and urban forestry pro-
moting. And the amounts of recreational and tourism—based Gardens are far greater than the gar-
dens in other categories. It shows that the main functions of the botanical Gardens in Japan fall on
recreation and entertainment, not for serving academic study purposes. Every member of the asso-
ciation agrees that keeping the plants in their best condition was their first priority, and new facili-
ties for displaying the plants are in desperate need. And due to the recession of economy in Japan,
the gardens which under governmental supervision suffer from lack of national financial support.

Those botanical Gardens have to shift their operation goals from academic study to a more profitable

and tourism—based style.
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