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CSF rhinorrhea
Sinus clouding 38/48 (80.9%)
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Te DBEIRTEH OIRIEDLE > TV TREME S & 0 Wi ERY 72
T LB xRV, MCT O MG M- Tna Tk
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BREONDEEITIERTH D, SEIOERF TIE metri-
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2, 6RffEICh CT MEEFRLRILZ A, BEOFN
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BEIRIEE TFITRIR L B -T2 541013, TS,
FHAEROWRED L2 b b MCT 2HifTH_ETH 55,
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SUMMARY

Traumatic cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) leak is
one of the important complications of head trau-
ma. Before CT era, it has been diagnosed by
plain skull x-ray, tomography of the skull and
RI cisternography. In this paper, the role of CT
including metrizamide CT is evaluated as com-
pared with the above conventional diagnostic
methods. The material of this study consists of
47 cases of CSF rhinorrhea and 12 cases of CSF
otorrhea.

It is widely accepted that paranasal sinus clou-
ding and pneumocephalus are very important
radiological signs suggesting the fracture of the
skull base and CSF leak. To understand these
pathological conditions, CT was more useful than
plain skull roentgenography and tomography of
the skull, especially for the detection of pneumo-
cephalus.
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It should be the most important point for a
surgeon before the surgical intervention of the
patient with CSF leak to know the precise loca-
tion of the fistula. Accurate points of skull base
fractures were detected more frequently by CT
than by tomography of the skull.
graphy has also been used for the demonstration
of CSF leakage. However, it could not show
the fistula exactly because of limitation of its
imaging. On the contrary, metrizamide CT can
disclose the site of CSF passage precisely, when
the patient has active CSF leak.

It is concluded that CT contributes to the dia-
gnosis and the operative indication of traumatic

CSF leak.
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