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SUMMARY

Squamous cell carcinomas of the skin inclu-
ding the lip were examined histopathologically
in 104 cases. A combination of 23 cases with
regional lymph node metastases and 14 cases
involving subcutaneous deep tissues (metasta-
sis-invasion group) was compared with 67 cases
with neither metastasis nor deep invasion. The
former showed ill-defined borderline of the tumor
tissue, deeper penetration of the lesion and mild
infiltration of lymphocytes and plasma cells as
compared with the latter. These differences were
statistically significant. However, there was no
significant difference between the two groups in
terms of the degree of keratinization, individual
cell keratinization and the number of mitosis.

Moreover, all cases were divided into 4 types
according to histologic architecture as follows:

type A; horn pearl formation, type B; conti-
nuous tumor masses showing keratinized cyst-like
structures, type C; mucocutaneous tumor and
type D; solid proliferation. In the types A and
D, the tumors had ill-defined borderline and in-
vaded into deep dermis with a strong tendency
of metastasis or further invasion into deep organs.
In the type B, the tumors showing marked cell-
ular atypia and invasion into the deep dermis
were apt to metastase. Such cases would require
more wide therapeutic measures e.g. lymph node
dissection and amputation.
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