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SUMMARY

Clinical psychopathological characteristics were
compared between two groups of patients, 11 ca-
ses of chronic methamphetamine psychotics and
the same number of schizophrenics. The groups
were matched for age and sex.

Differences were noted between the two groups
in their psychopathology, not so much in their
positive symptoms as in the negative ones.

Hence, quantitative analyses were also made
using SANS, the Scale for the Assessment of
Negative Symptoms by Andreasen.

Both groups showed moderate impairments in
many dimensions of SANS, especially in those
of Avolition-Apathy, of Anhedonia-Asociality,
and of Attentional Impairment. However, Affec-
tive Flattening or Blunting and Alogia in terms
of SANS were slight in the methamphetamine
group, which were statistically significant as com-
pared with the schizophrenia group (P <0.01).

It was further confirmed that severity of nega-
tive symptoms was positively correlated with the
increasing age of the disease onset in the meth-

amphetamine group (P <0.02); while the same
correlation was not observed in the schizophre-
nics.

There were points of differences in psychopa-
thology that could escape the range of SANS.
Three points were noteworthy in this respect.

First, the methamphetamine psychotics changed
their affective expressions and interpersonal be-
haviors almost instantaneously at a turn of the
situation. Their presentations were quite diffe-
rent when they were seen in the consultation
room from what seen when left alone. Secondly,
no methamphetamine psychotics gave any impres-
sion of Riimke’s Praecoxgefiihl thought charac-
teristic to schizophrenia. Thirdly, schizophre-
nics, bizarre, isolated and heterogeneous as they
were, made their presentation more conspicuous
even when left alone. On the contrary, the me-
thamphetamine psychotics, though animated mo-
mentarily in other situations, made their presence
less perceived as if their tonic level of human
activity had been strongly compromised, not so
much as the phasic level.

These psychopathological differences, both
qualitative and quantitative, between the groups
were considered as reflecting different pathogenetic
bases underlying in the two, so complex as yet
further to be specified.
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